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By  Joyce  Dorsett 


Great  projects  begin  with  great 
dreams. 

In  George  County,  the  Vernal  Bap¬ 
tist  Mission  is  a 
case  in  point.  On 
October  1,  when 
a  double  wide 
trailer  was  moved 
onto  the  mission 
site,  great  dreams 
were  two-thirds 
realized. 

Roger  Gilbert, 
Gilbert  resident  of  the 
Barton  community,  recently  was  cal¬ 
led  as  pastor.  He  has  been  in  the 
ministry  for  17  years,  most  of  which 
has  been  in  bi- vocational  service.  As 
bi- vocational  minister,  Gilbert,  like 
hundreds  of  other  ministers  across 
the  nation,  concurrently  works  at  a 
regular  secular  job. 

During  the  second  weekend  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  revival  services  were  held  in 
a  tent  at  the  site.  A  number  of  deci¬ 
sions  were  made  and  the  services 
were  well  attended  by  area  residents. 

“It  was  a  most  moving  experi¬ 
ence  .  .  .  out  there  in  a  largely 
pastoral-type  setting,  the  wind  blow¬ 
ing  through  the  trees,  the  sounds  of 
nearby  grazing  livestock  and  chil¬ 
dren  and  birds  and  the  fall  insects  all 
contributing  their  presence,”  sum¬ 
marized  one  who  attended. 

VBS  conducted 

Other  activities  at  the  mission  have 
included  a  Vacation  Bible, -School, 
held  Aug.  6-W,  with  hn  enrollment  of 
104  pre-school  through  youth.  Do¬ 
lores  Walker,  wife  of  First,  Luce- 
dale,  pastor,  John  Walker,  served  as 
director.  The  school  was  conducted 
and  assisted  by  area  Baptist  church 
workers. 

“The  VBS  was  highly  successful 
despite  uncomfortable  heat  in  the 
unairconditioned  historic  old  Bexley 
School,”  said  Walker.  The  vacated 
building  is  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  new  church  site. _ - 

Graham  preaches  to 
1  million  Koreans 

SEOUL,  South  Korea  —  Evan¬ 
gelist  Billy  Graham  preached  to  an 
estimated  1  million  Koreans  in 
Seoul’s  huge  Yoido  Plaza  Aug.  19. 
Seen  by  another  10  million  Korean 
television  viewers,  the  service 
marked  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Protestant  Christian  witness  in 
Korea. 
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VBS  spearheads 
Vernal  Mission 


There  is  no  Baptist  church  on  the 
Vernal  Road  for  miles  and  miles. 
This  fact  was  observed  and  noted  by 
Horace  Glass,  director  of  missions 
for  George-Greene  counties,  as  he 
traveled  the  same  stretch  almost 
daily  for  ten  years. 

While  noting  the  absence  of  a 
strong  church,  he  also  realized  a 
number  of  residents  live  along  the 
same  road.  He  concluded  there  was 
an  apparent  great  need  for  a  Baptist 
church. 

“Two  years  ago,  he  put  together  a 
task  force  to  begin  a  probe  into  the 
possibility  of  establishing  a  mis¬ 
sion,”  said  Walker.  It  was  decided 
after  a  thorough  study  that  such  a 
mission  was  needed. 

The  next  step  was  to  conduct  a 
thorough  religious  survey  in  the  Ver¬ 
nal  and  immediate  area,  which  was 
done  by  Baptists  of  the  association. 
This  took  about  a  month  to  pomplete. 
The  pre-determined  need  was  rein¬ 
forced  by  the  findings  of  the  survey. 

Sponsored  by  First,  Lucedale 

Director  of  Missions  Glass  talked 
to  Pastor  Walker,  asking  if  perhaps 
First  Church,  Lucedale,  would  possi¬ 
bly  sponsor  the  mission  project. 
After  consideration,  he  in  turn 
brought  the  matter  before  thechurch 
body.  The  idea  was  well  received  and 
support  pledged.  Thus  the  project 
was  gaining  momentum. 

Purchasing  the  land  for  the  site 
came  next.  At  length,  a  site  was  spot¬ 
ted  and  procedures  began  for  the 
purchase  of  four  acres  costing  $8,100. 
Funds  were  provided  by  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention,  money 
which  comes  through  the  state  mis¬ 
sion  offerings  in  churches. 

Volunteering  their  help  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  clearing  the  land  and  other 
manual  labor  were  men  from  several 
churches  in  the  association.  Horace 
Glass  and  Charles  Fike  spearheaded 
the  project.  Many  people  assisted, 
some  from  the  Vernal  area. 

The  mobile  chapel,  which  comes 
equipped  with  a  steeple  and  ready  for 
use,  is  valued  at  $26,000  and  is  one  of 
some  13  owned  by  the  Convention.  It 
will  be  available  for  the  temporary 
home  of  Vernal  Mission  Church  for 
up  to  two  years. 

After  that  period,  leaders  of  the 
project  hope  to  have  a  permanant 
building  —  the  results  of  another 
great  dream. 

Joyce  Dorsett  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Lucedale. 


Younger  children  attending  Vacation  Bible  School  at  the 
Vernal  Mission  listen  with  rapt  attention  to  a  Bible  story. 
Leading  the  group  are  Mrs.  Dolores  Walker  and  Lilah  War¬ 


ren.  Volunteering  workers  from  area  Baptist  churches  con¬ 
ducted  the  school.  (Photo  by  John  Sims) 


Children  play  games  at  Vernal  Mission  VBS. 
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Pour  Yourself  Out 
for  the  Hungry” 

(Isaiah  58:10  RS V) 

Observe  World  Hunger  Day 
October  14,  1984 


* . dcm  /ncpAef&t/ 

Delivered  up  to  the  councils 


rights.  legal  instrument,  and  contents  of  the  so  if  those  convictions  would  tend  to 

The  only  statement  I  remember  instrument  were  published.  The  pub-  affect  their  financial  income, 
was  that  the  public  needs  to  realize  lie  had  no  way  of  knowing,  if  they  So  if  a  person  stands  on  his  convic- 
that  any  person  or  entity  can  be  sued  didn’t  know  the  defendants,  but  what  tions,  some  other  person  might  ob- 
at  any  time  for  any  thing.  There  is  no  the  defendants  had  already  been  ject  to  that  stand  and  haul  the  first 
legal  restriction  to  such  activity.  The  guilty  of  the  action  or  were  of  such  person  into  court  over  it.  Not  only 
only  deterrant  is  whether  or  not  the  temperament  that  there  was  cause  to  must  the  Clfristian  be  harmless  as  a 
one  filing  the  suit  feels  he  has  a  gopd  believe  that  they  should  do  such  dove,  but  there  seems  to  be  time 
enough  case  to  go  to  the  trouble  and  things.  Such  was  the  case,  obviously,  when  he  also  must  be  wise  as  a  ser- 
expense  of  going  to  court  in  order  to  It  doesn’t  help  the  public  percep-  pent. 

try  to  prove  a  point.  tion  of  a  church  when  its  pastor  is  Indeed,  it’s  a  jungle  out  there.  And 

Then  a  chilling  thought  came  home  enjoined  in  a  legal  paper  against  we  are  as  sheep  among  wolves, 
to  roost.  The  point  may  be  proved  cursing,  threatening,  insulting,  doing 
whether  the  one  who  is  bringing  suit  bodily  harm ,  and  those  other  actions, 
wins  or  loses.  So  his  only  question  It  can  happen  to  anybody,  how- 
may  be,  does  he  want  to  spend  the  ever. 

money  it  would  take  to  get  his  mes-  In  this  case  the  court  denied  the 
sage  out,  whether  it  is  a  reasonable  injunction;  but  the  damage,  what- 
message  or  whether  it  is  not.  ever  it  might  be,  had  been  done. 

The  next  day  after  the  fadio-  What  is  the  answer?  There  is  no 
listening  episode  I  was jcalled  by  a  way  to  stop  people  from  preparing  testimony 
pastor  who  had  been  caught  in  a.cir-  such  injunctions  except  by  counter- 
cumstance  in  which  his  character  ing  with  equally  intensive  legal  ac- 
was  questioned  through  an  injunction  tion.  That  is  not  only  expensive  but 
brought  against  him,  though  he  had  also  might  serve  to  further  the  con- 
never  engaged  in  the  actions  against '  trary  perception  that  the  public  doing  we  are 
which  he  was  enjoined.  might  have.  councils,”  then  the  Lord  will  guide  Robertson  Parkway,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37219.  "Hunger  Alert' 

He  is  Nathan  L.  Barber,  pastor  of  One  thing  for  sijs/ftiose  who  are  our  response.  youth  and  youth  leaders,  also  is  available  from  the  CLC  i 

First  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis.  He  and 
some  other  religious  leaders  in  the 
City  were  picketing  in  a  lawful  fash¬ 
ion  the  establishment  of  an  abortion 
clinic  in  the  city. 

Among  other  things,  Barber  and 
his  co-defendants  were  enjoined 
from  “Threatening,  cursing,  coerc¬ 
ing,  intimidating,  insulting,  shouting 
at,  or  doing  bodily  harm,  or  threaten¬ 
ing  to  do  bodily  harm,  or  otherwise 
interfering  with,  hindering,  haras- 


It  is  plain  to  see  from  the  experi¬ 
ence  detailed  in  this  piece  that,  as 
noted  in  verse  17  of  that  10th  chapter 
of  Matthew,  men  “will  deliver  you  up 
to  the  councils.” 

But  the  Master  tells  us  that  even 
when  we  are  brought  before  gover¬ 
nors  and  kings  the  Lord  will  guide  our 

So  the  message  would  seem  to  be 

that  we  must  not  fail  to  provide  our  “Pour  Yourself  Out  for  the  Hungry"  (Isaiah  58.10,  RSV)  is  the  theme  for  Worlc 
witness  for  righteousness  whenever  Hunger  Day,  to  be  observed  by  churches  throughout  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
we  feel  that  the  need  is  there.  If  by  so  vention  on  Oct.  14.  Copies  of  "World  Hunger,"  an  awareness/action  guide,  may 
delivered  up  to  the  be  ordered  at  cost  (75c)  from  the  Christian  Life  Commission,  SBC,  460  James 


opinion  .  .  . 

Pour  yourself  out  for  the  hungry 
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A  glance  at  the  Cooperative  Program 


By  M.  T.  McGregor 

Much  has  been  written  and  spoken  because  they  do  not  know  what  condi-  Dollar  Campaign;  but  it  didn’t  churches  might  be  left  stranded  on 
recently  concerning  the  Cooperative  tions  were  like  before  it  was  adopted,  work— for  one  reason  because  we  the  field  simply  because  those 
Program  of  Southern  Baptists.  As  While  the  various  organizations  and  never  did  raise  the  money.  Many  churches  fell  upon  hard  times.  In 
one  who  was  active  in  Baptist  work  divisions  of  our  work  were  under  plans  and  schemes  were  adopted  in  fact,  it  happened  more  than  once.  A 
before  the  Cooperative  Program  convention  control,  each  one  was  local  situations  but  to  no  avail.  In  1925  good  missionary,  who  was  doing  a 
came  into  being,  I  would  like  to  add  somewhat  responsible  for  raising  its  the  Cooperative  Program  was  bom;  good  work  on  the  field,  suddenly  had 
my  .opinion— for  Whatever  it  may  be  own  budget;  and  this  made  it  subject  and  while  it  may  not  be  a  perfect  the  “rug  jerked  from  under  him”  be- 
worth.  to  the  whims  and  fancies  of  the  plan,  it  has  worked  extremely  well  cause  his  means  of  support  col- 

Perhaps  one  reason  today  why  people.  A  good  speaker,  with  a  good  through  the  years.  lapsed.  When  the  Cooperative  Prog- 

many  of  our  people,  both  laity  and  emotional  appeal,  could  channel  Before  the  inception  of  the  ram  came  into  existence  the  conven- 
clergy,  do  not  realize  the  importance  more  funds  into  his  program.  Cooperative  Program  a  missionary  tion  took  over  work  in  some  of  these 

of  the  Cooperative  Program  is  We  tried  the  Seventy-five  Million  supported  by  a  church  or  a  group  of  (Continued  on  page  4) 


“ITS  Sly  laptial  fernrb 


Compiled  from  Baptist  Press  and 
Baptist  Record  reports 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  Eight 
changes  to  the  constitution  and 
bylaws  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  were  considered  during  the 
September  meeting  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee. 

The  committee,  on  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  its  bylaws  workgroup,  ap¬ 
proved  three  changes,  declined  to 
make  three  changes,  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  the  study  of  two  additional  mod¬ 
ifications  to  the  basic  document  gov¬ 
erning  the  operation  qf  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  To  become  effective,  any 
constitutional  change  must  be 
adopted  at  two  consecutive  SBCs. 

The  Executive  Committee  ap¬ 
proved  a  recommendation  to  define 
the  length  of  service  any  trustee  of 
any  of  the  20  national  agencies  may 
serve  and  will  continue  to  study  re¬ 
commendations  of  the  number  of 
trustees  on  each  of  the  agencies  and 
the  method  of  electing  seminary 
boards. 

Under  SBC  procedures,  when  a 
trustee  resigns  or  otherwise  becomes 
ineligible,  a  replacement  is  elected  to 
the  unexpired  term.  Under  the  pro¬ 
cess,  trustees  elected  to  fill  an  unex¬ 
pired  three-year  term  would  be  eligi¬ 
ble  for  two  full  terms  —  a  total  of  11 
years. 

A  change  was  recommended  to  the 
Executive  Committee  by  the  1984 
Committee  on  Boards,  Commis¬ 
sions  and  standing  Committees, 
which  suggested  a  “maximum  limit 
of  eight  years  be  placed  on  trustees, 
with  exception  that  seminary  trus¬ 
tees  would  be  limited  to  10  years.” 

John  Sullivan,  pastor  of  Broad- 
mbo£_Baptist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
La.,  explained  there  was  “ambiguity 
on  what  constitutes  a  full  term”  of 
service  for  a  trustee  elected  to  fill  a 
partial  term.  “We  found  the  answer 
in  Roberts  Rules  of  Order.”  Under 


the  recommendation,  any  trustee 
serving  more  than  half  a  term  — 
more  than  two  years  —  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  served  a  full  term, 
and  would  be  eligible  for  only  one 
more  term. 

•  Executive  Committee  members 
approved  a  recommendation  to  allow 
the  bylaws  workgroup  to  continue 
studying  a  proposal  adopted  at  the 
1983  annual  meeting  on  the  number  of 
trustees  serving  on  the  various 
boards  of  the  convention.  Presently 
there  are  930  trustees. 

Sullivan  said  the  executive  officers 
of  each  board,  commission,  or  stand¬ 
ing  committee  have  been  asked  to  re¬ 
commend  the  number  of  trustees 
they  would  like  to  have. 

Another  matter  referred  to  further 
study  was  a  motion  made  at  the  1964 
annual  meeting,  requesting  a  study 
of  whether  any  seminary  trustees 
were  elected  by  means  other  than  by 
approval  of  messengers  to  an  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

The  committee  declined  to  re¬ 
commend  a  constitutional  change 
and  a  bylaw  modification  concerning 
the  giving  records  of  the  churches  of 
potential  leaders  in  the  convention. 
One  change  would  have  specified  the 
convention  “recognize  the  principle 
that  leaders  of  the  convention  should 
come  from  churches  which  support 
the  Cooperative  Program  with  a 
minimum  of  six  percent  of  the 
church’s  total  receipts.”  The  other 
would  have  required  that  giving  re¬ 
cords  of  potential  officers  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Convention  Bulletin 
prior  to  a  vote.  4 

Two  other  changes  adopted  for  re¬ 
commendation  to  the  1985  annual 
meeting  concern  the  titles  of  the  chief 
executive  officers  of  the  national 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Drought  sears  Africa; 
Southern  Baptists  help 


ETV  guest 


Earl  Craig,  right,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  will  be  Jack 
Schweitzer’s  guest  on  "Access”  at  1:30  p.m..  Sunday.  Oct.  14,  on  Mississippi 
ETV.  Craig  will  give  hia  views  on  the  fundamental  elements  of  Christianity. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  What 
promised  to  be  a  rewarding  experi¬ 
ence  turned  into  a  heart  -  wrenching 
eye  -  opener  for  Ron  and  Jan 
Langston.  They  came  to  distribute 
food  to  hungry  African  villagers. 
There  wasn’t  enough. 

-  “We  felt  helpless,  sick  and  angry 
as  we  saw  the  faces  of  the  hungry 
villagers  and  realized  we  did  not 
have  enough  food  for  them  all,”  said 
the  Langstons,  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Zimbabwe.  They 
watched  tears  well  up  in  an  African 
mother’s  eyes  when  she  realized  she 
would  go  back  home  empty  -  handed . 

The  Langstons’  experience  sym¬ 
bolizes  what  is  happening  across'Af-' 
rica.  What  many  call  the  worst 
drought  of  the  century  is  reducing 
thousands  to  starvation.  Earlier  this 
year  the  United  Nations  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organization  (FAO)  an¬ 
nounced  that  without  help  one  third  of 
all  Africans  —  150  million  people  — 
face  the  prospect  of  starvation. 

Help  has  come  from  governments 
and  private  relief  organizations,  but 
it’s  sometimes  too  little,  too  late. 
More  than  100,000  people  have  died  in 
Mozambique  —  more  than  died  in  the 
drought  which  attracted  world  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  early  1970s  to  the  West  Af¬ 
rican  countries  bordering  the  Sahara 
Desert. 

The  drought  isn’t  alone  in  causing 
the  plight  of  starving  Africans.  Wars 
and  political  instability,  poor 
economic  planning,  mushrooming 
populations,  rural  flight  to  the  cities 
and  creaking  transportation  systems 
have  all  done  their  part  to  strip  Afri¬ 
cans  of  their  ability  to  cope  with 
drought. 

Countries  in  the  Sahel,  the  region 
south  of  the  Sahara  Desert  in  West 
Africa,  have  never  recovered  fully 
from  the  early  1970s  drought.  Rain¬ 
fall  increased  but  never  returned  to 
normal. 

The  FAO  has  named  24  countries 
that  need  help  feeding  their  people 
because  of  the  drought.  Few  are  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  countries  like  arid  Bor- 
kina  Fasso  (formerly  Upper  Volta) 
or  Mali  on  the  list.  But  Zimbabwe, 
long  considered  the  breadbasket  of 
southern  Africa,  also  makes  the  list. 
And  South  Africa,  another  major  Af¬ 
rican  grain  supplier,  escapes  only 
because  it  can  afford  to  buy  the  grain 
it  can’t  grow. 

Southern  Baptists,  with  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  14  of  the  24  nations  on  the 
FAO  list,  have  responded  to  African 
needs  with  grain,  well-drilling  and 
development  projects  to  equip  Afri¬ 
cans  to  prevent  future  food  shor¬ 
tages. 

Since  the  beginning  of  1982  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  allocated 
more  than  1 7.5  million  for  hunger  and 
relief  in  Africa. 


By  Mary  Jane  Welch 

One  of  Southern  Baptists’  most 
ambitious  grain  distribution  projects 
has  operated  in  Mali,  where  the  U.N. 
Children’s  Fund  says  100,000  children 
may  die  this  year.  Missionaries 
Norman  and  Beverly  Coad  have 
worked  with  fellow  evangelicals  to 
distribute  5,000  tons  of  grain.  — 

Many  relief  experts  say  finding 
transportation  for  food  aid  has  often 
been  harder  than  getting  the  food  it¬ 
self.  In  Mali,  the  few  rains  which  re¬ 
cently  broke  the  drought  turned 
dusty  roads  to  mud. 

In  1964  Southern  Baptists  have  sent 
50  tons  of  rice  to  nearby  Gambia, 
funded  transportation  for  limited 
grain  distribution  around  Koudougou 
in  Bourkina  Fasso,  provided  grain 
and  beans  to  families  in  several  parts 
of  Kenya  suffering  from  drought  and 
provided  for  emergency  food  dis¬ 
tribution  in  Mozambique. 

In  Ghana,  another  of  the  countries 
especially  hard  hit,  Arkansas  Bap¬ 
tists  provided  120  tons  of  rice  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  volunteers  to  distri¬ 
bute. 

Although  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  provides  emergency  grain  al¬ 
locations  during  famines,  it  puts 
more  emphasis  on  long-term  de¬ 
velopment  projects.  Relief  experts 
say  the  drought  threatens  to  become 
permanent  in  parts  of  Africa  border¬ 
ing  the  Sahara.  Without  developmen¬ 
tal  help,  people  there  may  rely  on  re¬ 
lief  for  years  to  come. 

Southern  Baptists  have  sponsored 
a  number  of  projects  to  prov  ide  clean 
water  sources  that  are  nearer  to 
families  and  more  dependable  than 
traditional  sources  in  times  of 
drought.  This  year  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  has  allocated  money  for 
water  projects  in  seven  African  na¬ 
tions:  Borkina  Fasso,  Ghana. 
Uganda.  Kenya.  Zimbabwe. 
Ethiopia,  and  Swaziland. 

In  Ethiopia,  where  the  drought  is 
especially  grave,  a  civil  war  has  frus¬ 


trated  the  efforts  of  numerous  relief 
agencies  to  help.  Southern  Baptists 
have  only  a  few  missionaries  there, 
but  they’ve  provided  textbooks  for  a 
veterinary  school,  repaired  a  well  in 
Addis  Ababa,  and  provided  water, 
storage  tanks  for  a  lepers’  village. 

Tennessee  Baptists  are  in  the  final 
months  of  a  project  in  Borkina  Fasso 
which  includes  a  dam  and  reservoir, 
wells,  and  holding  ponds  as  well  as 
agriculture,  literacy  and  public 
health  training,  and  evangelism.  In 
Zimbabwe,  Louisiana  Baptists  work 
in  a  similar  project  in  the  area 
around  Sanyati  Baptist  Hospital. 

Good  news  has  come  from  some  of 
the  drought-stricken  areas.  Rains 
came  on  time  in  the  coastal  West  Af¬ 
rican  nations  this  year,  a  sign  of 
hope.  Missionaries  John  and  Pat 
Gordy  in  Ghana  report  that  com,  the 
staple  of  the  Ghanaian  diet,  is  grow¬ 
ing  everywhere. 

But  on  the  other  side  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  countries  that  escaped  the 
worst  effects  of  the  drought  earlier 
are  beginning  to  experience  prob¬ 
lems.  “At  this  very  hour,  we  are  fac¬ 
ing  a  critical  situation  in  about 
three-fourths  of  Rwanda  with  a 
drought  which  has  severely  cut  the 
nation’s  bean  crop  and  source  of  pro¬ 
tein."  said  Crawford  Keese.  missio¬ 
nary  to  Rwanda.  In  Kenya  the  story 
is  similar. 

The  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Select  Committee  on  Hunger  warns 
the  drought  promises  to  continue  into 
next  year,  becoming  even  more  se¬ 
vere  in  some  countries 

John  Mills.  FMB  director  for  West 
Africa,  supports  Soufhern  Baptist  ef¬ 
forts  to  provide  food  and  other  aid  in 
Africa,  but  points  out  even  massive 
relief  programs  can’t  do  as  much 
good  as  normal  rains  "Pray  for 
rain,”  he  urges  fellow  Baptists. 

Mary  Jane  Welch  is  on  the  staff  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 


Morgan  requests  reversal 
on  clergy  housing  ruling 


By  Larry  Chesser 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  Annuity  Board  president 
Darold  H.  Morgan  told  a  Senate  sub¬ 
committee  Congress  should  overturn 
a  1983  Internal  Revenue  Service  de¬ 
cision  to  reverse  its  longstanding 
clergy  housing  policy. 

During  a  Subcommittee  on  Taxa¬ 
tion  and  Debt  Management  hearing. 
Morgan  called  the  1963  ruling  by  IRS 
(Rev.  Rul.  83-3)  "an  erroneous  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  tax  law  and  an 
usurpation  of  legislative  power  by 


the  IRS.”  That  ruling  reversed 
nearly  30  years  of  official  IRS  policy 
by  denying  ministers  tax  deductions 
for  mortgage  interest  and  real  estate 
taxes  to  the  extent  these  expenses 
were  covered  by  a  tax-exempt  hous¬ 
ing  allowance. 

The  revenue  ruling  took  effect  at 
the  end  of  June  1983,  except  for  clergy 
who  owned  or  had  a  contract  to 
purchase  their  houses  by  Jan.  3, 1963. 
For  those  clergy.  Congress  has  put  off 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Executive  Committee  considers 
I'  SBC  constitutional  changes 


-  (Continued  from  page  3)  the  site  of  the  1991  annual  meeting; 

•«.  agencies.  One  change  allows  the  declined  to  rotate  the  meeting  site  be-  language  publication,  and  Hand- 
agencies  to  name  the  CEO  “presi-  tween  five  cities  in  seven-year  bells.  A  new  monthly  will  be  Leisure 
dent”  rather  than  executive  director  periods,  and  declined  to  change  pre-  Listening  for  Blind  Youth  and  Adults. 

1  or  executive  secretary.  sent  procedure  for  encouraging  local  The  committee  also  received  the 

i  The  other  would  allow  the  change  arrangements  committees  to  at-  information  that  a  contract  for  sale 
of  the  designation  of  Harold  C.  Ben-  tempt  to  find  housing  in  private  had  been  negotiated  on  the  old  SBC 
|  nett,  executive  secretary-treasurer  homes  for  messengers  who  may  wish  building  in  the  amount  of  $2  million  to 
i  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  presi-  to  save  on  expenses.  Parkway  Properties  of  Nashville. 

dent  and  treasurer  of  the  Executive  — Accepted  a  check  for  $28,158.66,  The  initial  proposal  for  the  1991 
«  Committee.  The  change  is  to  bring  collected  by  young  persons  attending  convention  site  was  Atlanta,  Ga.,  but 
J  the  designation  into  conformity  with  Centrifuge  programs  at  Ridgecrest  the  proposed  date  was  the  first  week 
!■  Tennessee  law.  and  Glorieta .Conference  Centers,  in  June.  At  the  Kansas  City  conven- 

f  The  Executive  Committee  also  and  distributed  it  half  and  half  to  the  tion  the  request  was  made  to  find 
li  ‘‘acknowledged  the  fact”  the  trea-  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Boards,  another  site  since  many  potential 
i  surer  of  the  Executive  Committee  —Accepted  £he  resignation  of  J.  messengers  might  not  be  able  to  at- 


Group  of  Indonesians 
make  love  ‘concrete’ 


JURANG  PORONG, Indonesia  (BP)— In  the  predominantly  Moslem 
Village  of  Jurang  Porong,  eight  Indonesians  who  have  watched  Christ¬ 
ianity  in  action  the  past  two  years  have  committed  themselves  to  Jesus 
Christ. 

For  several  years  about  a  dozen  men  in  Jurang  Porong  had  met 
regularly  for  worship  and  Bible  study,  but  little  growth  had  taken  place 
and  no  women  had  joined.  So  in  1982  members  of  the  group  decided  to 
mobilize  their  love  to  help  the  community. 

With  help  from  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Fred  Beck  of  Florida 
and  Bobby  Jones  of  Oklahoma— and  $3,000  in  Southern  Baptist  Hunger 
and  Relief  Funds— the  men  designed  and  built  a  concrete  cistern  to 
catch  water  during  the  rainy  season.  Now  women  no  longer  need  to  tote 
20-gallon  buckets  of  water  three  miles  up  the  mountain  from  a  stream. 


A  long,  long  thank  you 


EQUITABLE’S  ULTIMATE 
100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 


A  glance  at  the 
Cooperative  Progr 


Companion  700  High  Option  Plan 
Helps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood. 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hospitalization 

•  100%  of  eligible  hospital  charges  beyond  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  305  days 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  <EKbrM»c«-7i) 

For  Full  Information  Phone  9244442 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  2*257,  Jackson,  MS  39209 

Name 
Street 
City  _ 

Phone 


(Continued  from  page  2)  the  Convention  might  accomplish,  partment,  according  to  Jim  Didlake, 
situations  and  carried  on  programs  The  lack  of  cooperation  and  or-  consultant  in  the  department  for 
which  otherwise  might  have  been  lost  ganized  direction,  should  it  become 

forever.  And  so  far,  under  the  widespread,  may  well  jeopardize  the  Don  Mines,  missionary  to  Argen- 
Cooperative  Program,  any  missio-  .entire  program  of  Southern  Baptists,  tina  who  is  coordinator  for  the  Mis- 
nary  appointed  by  our  Home  or  With  (at  last  count)  3,403  foreign  sissippi  Baptist  partnership  with  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  known  missionaries  on  104  fields  plus  our  *a  Plata,  will  be  the  missio- 

that  he  would  be  cared  for  so  long  as  home  missions  program,  plus  all  the  nfr^  speaker.  Jeff  Powell,  minister 
the  convention  should  exist.  The  other  activities  carried  on  by  the  of  youth  at  Pinelake  Church,  Rankin 
same  applies  to  all  our  convention  di-  convention,  to  allow  this  to  occur  County,  will  lead  group  singing.  Jay 
rected  efforts.  would  be  nothing  short  of  a  tragedy.  Ingram,  Mississippi  College  student 

But  it  seems  that  an  erosion  has  My  prayer  is  that  it  may  never  hap-  deliver  special  music.  Coach 
begun.  Some  of  our  churches,  Jed  by  pen.  We  do  not  want  to  take  away  Jp™1  Williams  and  several  football 
those  who  do  not  know  the  history  of  from  our  missionaries  the  confidence  P*ayers  w"‘  deliver  testimonies. 

the  Cooperative  Program,  have  de-  which  they  feel  in  a  knowledge  of  the  - 

cided  that  they  would  like  to  direct  support  back  home.  Also,  with  for  these  59  years,  my  heartfelt 
their  own  program  of  activities  inde-  nationalism  growing  in  many  of  the  comment  is  (to  quote  from  an  edito- 
pendently  of  others.  However,  a  countries  where  we  operate  today,  if  rial  in  the  Baptist  Record  of  August 
church  which  contributes  a  very  we,  through  our  misguided  efforts,  11,  1977): 

small  percent  of  its  budget  through  have  to  abandon  some  of  those  fields,  “The  Cooperative  Program  is  the 
the  Cooperative  Program  may  spend  it  will  be  well-nigh  impossible  to  ever  way  to  go.” 

a  million  dollars  in  what  it  calls  a  enter  them  again.  M.  T.  McGregor,  who  lives  near 

missions  program;  but  in  the  very  As  one  who  was  here  before  its  be-  Raymond,  retired  in  1970  after  22 
nature  of  the  case,  that  church  can-  ginning,  and  who  has  seen  the  years  as  a  director  of  missions  in  Ar- 
not  do  what  the  combined  efforts  of  Cooperative  Program  in  operation  kansas.  He  is  the  editor’s  father. 


State 


Americans  United,  others 
file  suit  in  Vatican  ease 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  5 


Thursday,  October  4, 1M4 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Calling  Church,  Greensboro,  N.C.;  James  A.  Baptist  Convention;  James  Leo  Gar- 
U.S.  diplomatic  relations  with  the  Langley,  executive  director  of  the  rett,  professor  of  theology,  South- 
Vatican  “unfair,  imprudent,  and  il-  District  of  Columbia  Baptist  Conven-  western  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
legal,”  more  than  15  religious  bodies  ton.  nary;  Paul  Griffin  Jones  II,  execu- 

headed  by  Americans  United  for  Also,  Charles  H.  Ashcraft,  retired  tive  director-treasurer  of  the  Christ- 
Separation  of  Church  and  State  filed  executive  director  of  the  Arkansas  ian  Action  Commission,  Mississippi 
suit  in  federal  district  court  challeng-  Baptist  State  Convention;  Rudy  A.  Baptist  Convention;  Leon  Hyatt  Jr., 
ing  President  Reagan’s  appointment  Pulido,  pastor  of  Southwest  Baptist  church  extension  director,  Louisiana 
of  William  A.  Wilson  as  ambassador  Church,  St.  Louis;  C.  Welton  Gaddy,  Baptist  Convention,  and  Phil  D. 
to  the  Vatican.  chaplain  at  Mercer  University,  Ma-  Strickland,  director  of  the  Christian 

Besides  the  organizations,  which  con,  Ga.;  Ira  H.  Peak  Jr.,  director  of  Life  Commission,  Baptist  General 
range  from  the  National  Council  of  Christian  moral  concerns,  Missouri  Convention  of  Texas. 

Churches  to  the  National  Association 

of  Evangelicals,  77  individuals  joined  __  #  # 

in  filing  the  suit.  Several  of  those  /  ’  _  _  __  _  __  _ __  .m. 

gj** the  lawsuit  are  southern  Garrison  invites 

Conspicuously  absent,  however,  is  - 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  it-  |  A  -  -  ■ 

self,  which  is  still  studying  the  matter  K  Q||  PrCnTl  T IV  K 

before  deciding  whether  to  partici-  UlllylUUll  U  L/VU1\ 

pate.  -1- 

Named  as  defendants  in  the  suit  -  «, _ _  - _ 

are  Reagan,  Secretary  of  State  By  Normal.  Jameson 

George  P.  Shultz,  Secretary  of  the  OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  (BP)  —  Garrison,  whose  church  ordain: 
Treasury  Donald  T.  Regan,  and  Wil-  Paige  Patterson,  one  of  the  primary  women  as  deacons,  a  sore  spot 
son.  leaders  of  the  most  conservative  fac-  among  some  Oklahoma  Baptists 


Care  Critters  to  Montana 


Care  Critters,  a  puppet  team  of  Calvary  Church  in  Lamar  Association,  has 
returned  from  a  mission  trip  to  Deer  Lodge,  Montana.  The  eight-member  team 
taught  two  Back  Yard  Bible  Clubs  each  day  and  performed  puppet  shows  at 
revival  services  each  evening.  Chaperones  were  Francis  Downing  and  Nadine 
Freeman.  The  Back  Yard  Bible  Club  directors  were  Bonnie  Sanders  and  Sandra 
Nobles.  The  team  is  directed  by  Mark  Russell. 


Medicare  Supplement 

Enrollment  now  available  at  Age  64  or  Older 
GUARANTEED  RENEWABLE  j  ^ 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  1  month  (optional)  r 

POLICY  FORM  MS2063 

We  pay  100%  of  Medicare  Part  A  (hospital)  deductibles.  \ 

We  pay  1 00%  of  the  initial  Part  B  deductible  each  calendar  year.  ($75.00) 

We  will  pay  100%  of  the  difference  between  the  remaining  eligible 
expenses  you  incur  during  the  year  (in  or  eat  of  hesoitoll  and  the  amounts 
you  receive  from  Medicare  for  these  expenses,  subject  to  but  net  to  exceed 
100%  of  the  Medicare  allowable  charges. 

Example 

Total  Part  B  bill  $3,000.00 

Medicare  allowed  $1700 

Medicare  paid  $1,300.00 

Plan  pays  Part  B  deductible  75.00 

Plan  pays  on  excess  expenses  1,625.00 

Insured  pays  — 0— 

For  information  phone  372-9555  or  mail  coupon  to: 


Library  workshop  will  be 

Oct.  19-20 


in  Jackson 


side.  “I’ve  been  praying  for  a  long 


^ Dual  u  Rose  Lewis  Asuea  u  inis  move  wuuiu  inane  a 

The  workshop  difference  in  the  convention  atmos- 

■  w  fli  will  begin  with  re-  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention;  Phyl-  phere,  Patterson  said,  “I  certainly  I 
Anderson  gistration  at  11  lis  Tadlock,  media  library  special  hope  so,  at  least  in  so  far  as  helping 
a. m.  on  Friday  and  conclude  at  noon  worker  from  Lake  Charles,  La.;  overcome  the  feeling  of  some  thati 
on  Saturday.  Peggy  Tacon.  media  library  special  people  have  to  become  personal 

A  banquet  on  Friday  evening  fol-  worker  from  Mobile,  Ala.;  and  Joy  enemies  over  this  thing.” 

lowed  by  a  tour  of  the  Baptist  Book  Morgan  Davis,  author  of  A  Woman’s  - 

Store  will  be  a  part  of  the  agenda.  Song.  14  take*  the  running  you  can  to 

Program  personalities  include  There  will  be  conferences  on  claa-  >n  same  place.  If  you  must 
James  Rose,  Jacqulyn  Anderson,  sifying  and  cataloging,  on  audio-  run  at  least  twice  as  fast  as  that.  — 


ma 


<flCE  <PECflM 


Shortfall  delays  SBC 

co-op  budget  planning 


Cartoon  protest  eolation  in  knowing  all  that  he 

r  should  about  each  candidate.  Just 

Editor:  because  he  makes  some  pious  pro- 

I  have  never  written  you  to  com-  nouncement  from  his  pulpit  that  such 

plain  about  anything,  however  the  and  such  a  party  is  better  than  the 

time  has  come  for  me  to  mention  a  other  party  is  no  guarantee  that  he  is 

concern  to  you.  The  enclosed  picture  speaking  “the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  NASHVILLE, Tenn.  (BP)  — .  The  livan,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Baptist  budget  years,  1985-88,  the  combined 

has  been  included  in  the  Baptist  Re-  and  nothing  but  the  truth.”  Such  pas-  1985-86  goal  for  the  national  unified  Church  in  Shreveport,  La.,  and  a  capital  needs  have  been  set  at 

cord  for  several  years.  I  personally  tors  should  remember  that  primary  budget  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  member  of  the  program  and  budget  $25,866,000. 

find  it  very  offensive.!  am  sure,  if  the  function  is  to  preach  about  the  most  vention  will  not  be  set  until  February  subcommittee  of  the  SBC  Executive  The  SBC  constitution  provides  that 

truth  were  known,  many  other  of  important  issue  —  man’s  need  for  de-  1985  — five  months  later  than  usual.  Committee,  said.  _  unfunded  capital  needs  be  carried 

your  fellow  Mississippi  Baptists  ciding  for  Jesus  Christ  (not  Reagan  The  SBC  Executive  Committee  Income  is  below  projections,  at  over  and  included  in  the  capital  needs 

would  find  it  offensive  also.  or  Mondale).  Let  ministers  who  voted  the  delay  at  its  meeting  Sept,  least  in  part,  because  the  budget  as-  portion  of  the  next  year’s  budget.  One 

I  have  pastored  in  this  state  since  judge  otherwise  get  out  of  the  pulpit  17.19  because  projected  income  for  sumed  an  inflation  rate  of  eight  per-  option  under  consideration  would 

the  beginning  of  my  ministry  (1970).  I  and  onto  a  soapbox.  That  is  where  the  1983-84  budget  year  —  while  the  06111  when  it  is  now  around  two  per-  move  all  capital  needs  forward  one 

was  bom,  raised,  and  saved  in  Mis-  they  belong.  largest  ever  —  is  expected  to  be  be-  cent,  according  to  Reginald  year  which  would  allow  the  “re- 

sissippi.  I  attended  college  at  STATE.  We  even  see  highly  placed  of ficers  tween  five  and  six  million  dollars  McDonough,  associate  executive  aligned”  budget  to  begin  funding 
SCHOOLS!!  I  went  to  Mississippi  of  our  convention  caught  up  in  the  short  of  projections  ($114.5,million  secretary  and  director  of  program  them  with  a  goal  of  fully  funding  all 

Delta  Junior  College  and  Delta  State  swirl,  and  heat,  of  election  year  mat-  for  basic  operating  expenses  of  a  $125  planning  for  the  Executive  Commit-  capital  needs  by  1989. 

University.  During  these  years,  I  ters.  We  see  TV  evangelists  doing  the  million  total  which  includes  capital  tee  Als°.  he  said,  the  Cooperative  Jimmy  Allen,  president  of  the  SBC 
pastored  Mississipi  Baptist  same  thing.  Such  activity  even  bor-  needs  and  the  challenge  portion  of  the  Program  budget  tends  to  run  18  Radio-Television  Commission  in 

Churches.  I  NEVER  felt  as  if  I  were  ders  on  the  sacriligious  when  such  budget).  months  behind  the  national  economy  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  head  of  the 

denying  the  Lord,  neither  was  I  ill-  self-appointed  guardians  of  thought  That  m„anc  th.  nati-_a,  micci„n  so  the  upturn  has  not  found  its  way  to  Inter-Agency  Council  (a  planning 

equipped!!  inform  God  that  such  and  such  a  and«i  US5X?J eendes  not  0Z  See  CP  receipts  yet.  group  from  all  the  agencies )  stressed 

As  a  pastor  who  was  educated  in  party  is  the  one  which  should  be  a  ohnrtfall  in  thpir  alWatinn/fmm  lThe  shiP  is  not  about  to  sink,”  the  importance  of  “letting  the  people 
our  state  schools,  I  must  protest  the  elected.  God  is  not  in  need  of  our  ig-  *j.e  ODeratino  budeet  but  no  monev  McDonough  said.  “The  Cooperative  know  the  Cooperative  Program 

use  of  this  type  of  material.  Not  all  of  norant  musings  and  misinformation.  :»  .uT  avaiiaKie  for  caDital  needs  Pro8ram  receipts  are  continuing  to  budgets  will  always  give  priority  to 

us  could  attend  Mississippi  Baptist  We  are  in  danger  of  committing  that  expenditures  P  increase.  We  have  had  four  straight  the  programs  of  missions,  education, 

schools.  For  me  it  was  impossible  fi-  sin  which  the  Book  of  Job  warns  us  ^  *  years  of  significant  increases  in  real  and  evangelism  —  we  will  not  sac- 

nancially.  The  Lord  opened  the  doors  against  —  “multiplying  words  with-  Messengers  at  the  annual  meeting  dollars  (excludihg  inflation).”  '  rifice  our  basic  programs  for  people 

of  college  education  for  me,  but  at  out  knowledge"  (Job  35:16;  13:4f;  °*  Southern  Baptist  Convention  The  six  seminaries,  the  two  mis-  for  any  piece  of  brick  and  mortar- 

state  schools.  At  the  same  time,  I  was  42:8).  We  need  to  remember  that  *ast  dune  approved  a  Cooperative  sion  boards,  and  the  11  other  national  ever.” 

called  as  pastor  of  two  wonderful  Hosea  told  us  that  our  hope  is  not  in  Pr°gram  budget  for  1984-85  of  $130  agencies  and  commissions  which  re-  The  program  and  budget  subcom- 

churches  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  politics  (5:10;  6:3;  10:9;  13:11;  14:3)  million,  including  $118  million  for  the  ceive  Cooperative  Program  funds  mittee  will  meet  again  Jan.  23-25.  At 

Convention.  I  certainly  feel  that  you  but  in  God  (6:1-3;  7:10;  8:4;  10:12;  operating  budget.  The  Executive  have  adjusted  for  the  1983-84  shortfall  that  time  the  agencies  will  make 

need  to  be  more  aware  of  the  fact  that  12:6;  13:4,9,10;  14:1  ff.)  It  is  disturb-  Committee  has  the  authority  to  ad-  and  many  indicated  their  requests  their  final  budget  requests  for  1985- 

many  of  your  Baptists  in  this  state  ing  to  see  some  Baptists  who  would  ius*  the  budget,  but  felt  it  was  wiser  for  1985-86  will  be  tempered  by  know-  86,  and  committee  members  will 

attended  state  schools.  I  hope  to  see  tear  down  the  separation  of  church  t0  adiust  the  budget  process  in  the  ledge  of  “budget  realities.”  make  the  decisions  on  how  to  match 

improvement  in  the  Baptist  Record  and  state  —  as  guaranteed  by  our  capital  needs  area  and  in  1985-86  Narrowing  the  gap  between  avail-  realities  with  needs, 

in  the  future.  Constitution!  rather  than  tamper  with  what  had  able  funds  and  capital  needs,  the  The  budget  will  be  presented  to  the 

Paul  Blanchard,  Pastor  been  approved  by  messengers  from  “brick  and  mortar”  projects,  of  the  full  Executive  Committee  in  Feb- 

Lakeview  Church  >  Jerry  Vardaman  *  across  the  country.  agencies  may  be  more  complicated.  *  ruary  and  to  the  annual  meeting  of 

Leland  -  Starkville  “We  need  to  stress  the  fact  the  na-  Already  approved  by  messengers  to-  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 

tional  Cooperative  Program  is  re-  the  annual  meetings  are  capital  ex-  Dallas  the  following  June, 
ceiving  more  money  than  ever  before  penditures  of  $3,340,385  for  the  fiscal 

and  the  growth  in  terms  of  real  dol-  year  ending  this  month  and  $^874,000  Craig  Bird  is  features  editor  for 
lars  has  been  outstanding,”  John  Sul-  in  the  1984-85"  budget.  For  the  three  Baptist  Press. 


We  didn’t  use  the  cartoon  you  men- 
tioned  (Sept.  6)  for  several  years;  No  note  to  bum! 
but,  to  our  chagrin,  we  did  use  it  once 
before  ( Aug..  19, 1982 ) ,  also  in  connec-  pd‘tor: 

tion  with  the  promotion  of  Christian  Stories  are  told  every  day  about 
education.  Usually  the  cartoonist,  churches  in  trouble,  churches  grow- 
Jack  Hamm,  supplies  only  one  copy  **ig  ^  churches  in  debt.  In  the  last 
of  each ;  but  in  this  case  evidently  we  year>  South  28th  Avenue  Baptist 
got  two.  While  I  had  viewed  the  car-  Church  in  Hattiesburg  has  experi- 
toon  as  a  positive  statement  for  enced  growth  and  tried  to  accommo- 
Christian  education,  and!  am  sure  dat6  ita  growth.  On  Oct.  1,  1983,  we 
that  the  cartoonist  did  also,  I  can  see  teg311  having  dual  worship  services 
that  it  could  also  carry  a  negative  on  Sunday  morning.  The  church-cpn- 
implication  concerning  education  on  tinued  this  for  six  months.  At  the  be- 
a  tax-supported  campus.  And  I  am  ginning  of  January,  1984,  the  church 


Commission  to  expand 
contemporary  issues  work 


BAPTISTRIES 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  lington,  Texas,  chairman;  David  C. 
Christian  Life  Commission  of  the  George,  pastor  of  Immanuel  Church, 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  has  Nashville,  Tenn.,  vice-chairman, 
voted  to  sponsor  a  series  of  consulta-  and  Lynn  P.  Clayton,  editor  of  The 
tions  and  conferences  in  1984-85 deal-  Baptist  Message,  Alexandria,  La., 
ing  known  as  the  Family  Life  Center.  “8  with  the  issues  of  pornography,  secretary. 

The  gym  was  renovated  with  a  seat-  aicohol  and  other  drugs,  violence,  . 

ing  capacity  of  450.  The  cost  of  reno-  economics  and  peace  with  justice. 

vation  was  approximately  $50,000.  -The  commission,  in  its  annual  ses-  !£•  f  RirlrrAxlavw-1  tx-x 

Here  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  church  sion  also  honored  Foy  Valentine,  who  riTBl,  mageiaiMl,  IO 

year,  renovaUon  is  complete,  all  the  dedicate  auditorium 

bills  are  paid,  and  THERE  IS  NO  WT  01  ine  agency.  ana  approved  an 
NOTE  TO  BURN!  operating  budget  for  1984-85  of 

On  Oct.  7,  South  28th  Avenue  Bap-  f899  000  The  budget  includes  $729,800  First  Church,  Ridgeland,  will  have 

tist  Church  will  be  having  a  dedica-  bi  anticipated  gifts  from  he  Coopera-  dedication  services  for  its  new  au- 
tion  service  for  the  newly  renovated  ^ve  Program  and  allows  for  a  four  ditorium  and  office  suite  Oct.  7.  Earl 
sanctuary.  Featured  on  this  day  will  percent  cost  of  living  increase  for  the  Kelly,  executive  secretary-treasurer 
be  special  recognition  to  those  who  agency’s  staff.  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

participated  as  well  as  those  who  *  The  commission  also  voted  to  ex-  Board,  will  deliver  the  message  at 
supplied  materials.  Dinner  on  the  pand  ongoing  efforts  through  de-  the  morning  worship  service, 
grounds  will  follow.  velopment  of  resources  for  Southern  Lunch  will  be  served  at  the  church 

Goals  have  been  set  for  high  atten-  Baptists  on  world  hunger,  Christian  following  the  morning  worship, 
dance  of  250  in  Sunday  School  and  400  women’s  concerns,  abortion,  and  Ed  Griffin  is  pastor,  Alvin  C.  Doyle 
in  worship  service.  What  a  way  to  gambling.  is  minister  of  education  and  youth, 

start  the  new  year !  Officers  for  1984-85  willj>e  Charles  and  Ernie  Albritton  is  minister  of 

Join  in  the  excitement  at  South  28th  -  R  Wade,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Ar-  music. 

Avenue  Baptist  Church ! 

Gibbie  McMillan,  pastor  South  28th 
Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg. 


THE  FINEST 
PECANS! 


Meaty,  ttavortul  new  crop  pecans,  all 
picked  with  core  from  our  Georgia 
groves,  processed  ond  shipped  tresh 
from  our  spotless  plant 
Ad  PECAN  Is  your  direct  source  for  a 
complete  variety  ol  nulmeats  — 
wdfhutv  pistachios,  almonds,  cashews 
brazils  and  mixed  nuts  There  is  nothing 
in  your  local  grocery  store  that  com¬ 
pares  In  size,  quality  and  just-picked 
reshnessl _ 

WBIII  1C*  SKI  INIOOMAIIOM 
Brochure  Wholesale  Prices  How  to 
Sell  Brochure  ond  SAMPlf  ottfl 
leotn  how  organizations  prolil  with 
out  fund  raising  program' 


A  plea  for  integrity 
Editor: 

Every  four  years  ministers  are 
tempted  to  get  caugh't  up  in  acts  of 
political  endorsements.  Some  minis¬ 
ters  compromise  their  ministry  when 
they  align  themselves  with  one  polit¬ 
ical  party  or  the  other,  publicly,  or 
from  their  pulpits.  Many  members 
from  each  party  are  members  of  our 
churches,  and  the  minister  is  never  to 
forget  that  a  true  minister  has  com¬ 
mitted  himself  to  serve  each  member 
of  the  body  of  Christ.  “The  pastor’s  office  is  esentially  an 

Loyalty  to  Christ  must  transcend  office  of  leadership,  and  it  is  an  office 
politics.  The  minister  is  not  God.  He  of  divine  appointment  and  author- 
is  as  limited  as  other  members  of  the  ity.”  —  J.  B.  Gambrel! 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

World  Hunger  Day  (C AC  Oct.  12-13  Disaster  Re 
Emphasis)  Training;  C 

Church  Training  #  6  p.m.,  12th- 

Workshops  (In  ,*ach  (BRO) 

association) 


31015 

323-0775 
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Jester  Hairston 


Amen,  A — men,  Amen,  amen  an  extra,  he  recalled.  “In  all  those 
When  I  looked  at  that  terrific  Weismuller  ‘Tarzan’  pictures,  I  was 
Lilies  of  the  Field,”  I  nodded  that  man  running  around  naked  and 


movie  _  _  _  _ _ 

mv  head  and  snapped  my  fingers  all  saying  ‘Bwana.’  ”  H  "Wf  JL~1 

the  time  Sidney  Poitier  was  singing  “What  you  have  to  do  to  eat!”  he  B  *  ”1 

'Amen.''  At  least  I  thought  Sidney  lamented.  “I  think  I’ve  been  the  wai-  B  l_ 

was  singing.  Last  week  I  found  out  he  ter  or  the  butler  in  9.000  pictures!”  B  ^jfB^^BHBM  »  >  ■  ffl 

He  is  a  Baptist  and  speaks  often  at  B 

wouldn't  have  known  Jester  churches  and  conventions.  Dan  de-  B  |  JMmft 

him  gentle-  B 

forget  him  soon  ."An  Evening  With  man."  p 

.Jester  Hairston  and  His  Music  During  the  past  25  years,  he  has  K;  1 

t-nghtened  the  City  Aiuiit($§um  Sept  accepted  main  assignments:  from  K/  *  '  , 

20.  The  concert  launched  a  string  <>l  the  l  S  Departmeif  ,'.t  State  to  go  to  B  t  >  I  .  '  '*  C  ?'■.  ' 

events  celebrating  the  40th  anmver-  other  countries  as  goodwill  ambas-  ,  " 

>ar\  o|  Mississippi  Church  Musk  load  music  • 

partment  At  noon  that  da\  Jester a-c  ’ ,  -  - 1 1  \  ais  and  tea-r,  \mcncai;  tolk  b  V/\  7  \"t  7'  .T4-  I  ’  V*  *  '  •&  f' '•  **y  * ,  A' 7 

l er taliped  tis  irj  the  Sky  Boom  o!  the  -oi,g~  He  studieil  Mandarin  a  year 

Baptist  Building  Danila!:  din-em,  be  tore  lim  •,  :  p  ■  China  and  tils  l  ‘  >'/,  ?  'if  {  ,[  V  ’AST'  if''-*'?  '  "7 

of  Church  Music  department  in: :  .  teachet  Ifahsiaiod  . >rn  ot‘  his  songs  I  <.  '  *  V/i  9  *'  jV'-’  V  i  *  4,\  *  r  v£-  t  V  \i'A  -i  ,  -Isf 

duced  him  as  "Mr  Rhythm"  and  as  into  Mandarin  The  people  were 

THE  world  authority  on  Negro  .surprised and  grateful  when  1  sacg  in  I  ;  •  ■  »rf •*  3-a $  -7  ' 

spirituals,  the  songs  of  the  slaves  their  language."  he  said  .,*'v  *'  ,*'•»:  t  1  a\'  ‘V'-aL \  j  ,  -V,.';- 

Mama  and  Daddy  always  listened  If  you  can  say  two  words  in  the 

to  Arnos  n  Andy  on  radio  and  then  on  language  of  any  country  nu  m1!  k  ^  V  VrV*  V*.' c  „  '  l’f  £  ■  ’  ,M  V  r  f  V,' 

television  And  1  did  too  if  I  happened  tie  declared  you  will  be  able  to  I  ’It*. ('*,  V,  4 ,  "  ,  \  ff’  O*'*.  7 ;  V  *  V^'-  Jf  ’f* ,  L”,  ,  , 

to  be  around  when  the  program  was  come  closer  to  its  people  The  two  H-Aa  {N7*V'\ -*V,7  c'7’*'7Lv-77  .V&’Ti  S'  Vf.fo’ji  ,'70,.'  ' 

on.  Now  I  have  found  out,  after  all  words  are  ‘Thank  you.’  ” 

this  time,  that  Jester  Hairston  was  He  told  us  that  the  languages  of  “®t  on  bqprd.  . sings  Jester  Hairston  for  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
playing  the  part  of  the  Kingfish’s  West  Africa  do  not  have  a  TH  sound,  Board  employees  in  the  Sky  Room  of  the  Baptist  Building  Dot  Pray,  keyboard 
brother-in-law.  and  for  that  reason  the  dialect  of  the  specialist.  Church  Music  Department,  accompanies  on  the  piano. 

This  84-year-old  black  man  is  short  American  Negro  used  “dis”  and 
in  height,  but  not  short  on  words.  He  “dat.”  A  Frenchman,  he  said,  has  no 

can  talk  a  mile  a  minute,  and  he  sang  TH  sound  in  his  language  and  so  will  Inniiorv  T)  *  LI  » 
and  joked  and  answered  questions  say  “zis”  and  “zat.”  Jester’s  JdllUal  V  JJlUlC; 
nonstop,  for  about  an  hour.  Charm  he  grandmother  came  from  Madagas-  .1  • 

has.  And  charisma.  car,  in  East  Africa.  And  that  side  of  study  seminar 

Thotfgh  he  was  born  in  North  the  African  continent  does  have  TH  * 

Carolina,  he  grew  up  in  Pennsyl-  sounds  in  its  languae,  he  added.  NEW  ORLEANS  — A  free  seminar 

vania.  As  a  boy,  he  said,  he’d  sil  “In  Europe  they  think  of  music  as  a  previewing  the  1985  January  Bible 
around  and  listen  to  the  old  folks  talk,  melody.  In  Africa  they  think  of  music  Study  on  the  book  of  Psalms  will  be 
His  grandmother  would  tell  of  her  as  rhythm  and  movement.”  Hence,  held  Oct.  22,  at  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
experiences  as  a  slave  in  Danville,  the  slaves  in  singing  the  spirituals  nary. 

Va.  This  probably  led  to  his  intense  dropped  many  of  the  final  consonants  George  Harrison,  professor  of  Old 
interest  in  the  spirituals,  he  said,  and  of  words,  to  preserve  the  rhythm  of  Testament  and  Hebrew  at  the  semi- 
his  making  them  a  specialty  in  his  the  song.  nary,  will  lead  the  seminar, 

music  career.  ‘  ‘The  slaves  learned  religion  from  The  seminar  is  intended  for  anyone 

He  was  graduated  from  Tufts  Uni-  their  masters  and  then  created  songs  expected  to  have  January  Bible 
versity,  Boston,  where  he  majored  in  about  their  feelings.  Often  the  mas-  Study  responsibilities  or  other  in¬ 
music.  He  studied  music  theory  at  ters  gave  them  Christianity  to  make  terested  persons.  It  will  last  from  9 
Juillard  Institute  of  Music,  New  them  docile,  and  taught  them  ‘You  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.,  including  a  lunch 
York.  He  trained  choirs  for  radio  and  will  go  to  heaven  if  you  are  an  obe-  break.  * 

Broadway  shows  with  such  artists  as  dient  slave.’  .  The  seminary  will  award  continu- 

the  late  A1  Johson.  “Sometimes  I  feel  like  a  mother-  ing  education  units  for  the  seminar. 

Once,  during  the  30s,  when  he  was  less  child’  spoke  of  families  of  slaves  To  register  or  for  more  information 
out  of  work  a  long  time,  he  decided  being  separated.”  contact  Thomas  Kinchen.  director  of 

he’d  write  and  ask  President  Roose-  Some  spirituals  bcame  what  he  cal-  continuing  education,  at  504-282-4455 
velt  to  help  him  find  a  job.  But  how  to  led  telegraph  songs.  Slaves  would  use  or  write  to  him  at  New  Orleans  Bap- 
make  sure  that  the  president  would  them  to  get  a  message  to  each  tist  Theological  Seminary.  3939  Gen- 
receive  his  letter?  Somebody  other— or  to  the  master-Uhrough  tilly  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70126- 
suggested  he  send  it  in  care  of  the  *  song.  The  master  would  tolerate  in  4858. 

president’s  mother— and  he  did.  song  what  he  would  not  listen  to  if  _ 

FDR  answered  and  did  find  him  a  spoken  in  words.  “They  would  sing 

job,  teaching  in  several  conser-  the  master  almost  to  sleep—  Laziness  grows  on  people;  it  begins 
vatories  of  music.  anesthetize  him— then  sing  the  hid-  in  cobwebs  and  ends  in  iron  chains. 

Jester  first  went  to  Hollywood  in  den  message  quickly,  and  rapidly  go  The  more  business  a  man  has  to  do, 

1936  ( his  home  is  there  now )  when  the  on  to  the  next  verse.”  Jester  sang  the  more  he  is  able  to  accomplish.  — 

Hall  Johnson  Choir  sang  the  choral  “Gospel  Train”  as  an  example.  It  be-  Matthew  Hale, 
music  for  “Green  Pastures.”  In  gins  “O!  git  on  board,  little  children 

the  . .  HBBnn 

Ronald  Coleman,  he  provided  choral  During  the  concert  in  the  City  Au-  BbUBEBB^UI 
background.  Since  then  he  has  con-  ditorium.  all  the  spirituals  per-  ■HH9RHBH99HHBBBH 
ducted  his  own  professional  choir  in  formed  by  choirs  or  the  congregation 
“Portrait  of  Jenny,”  “Foxes  of  Har  were  ones  composed  and  arranged 
row.”  “Friendly  Persuasion,"  and  by  Jester  Hairston  When  he  was  not 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  ft  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  (lock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishiags  for  Classroom,  Llbraix-Sunday 
School,  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

EVERYTHING  FOR  HTIfflFflVT 
THE  school  ■|M|iali|mA| 
AND  CHURCH  K-' friTT-TF-' n 


New  on  BTN  This  Month 


—  October  — 

Bible  Book  Preparation  for  Adult  Sunday  School  Workers 
Bible  Book  Preparation  for  Youth  Sunday  School  Workers 
The  Missions  Hour 


Don't  miss  out! 


Take  the  necessary  steps  to  receive  BTN  in  your  church 

—  Purchase  a  TVRO  (television  receive  only)  system 

—  Purchase  a  Vi  ’  VHS  videocassette  recorder/player 

—  Subscribe  to  BTN 


Broadman  offers  for  purchase  10-.  13-.  and  16-foot  first-quality, 
commercial  TVRO  systems  with  or  without  installation,  com¬ 
plete  with  warranty  and  dependable  maintenance 

Broadman  also  offers  a  quality  line  of  video  equipment  and 
accessories— video  recorders/players.  cameras.  TV  receivers, 
tripods.  TV/VTR  tables/stands,  large-screen  projection  TV 
systems,  and  blank  Vi  *  VHS  and  ’4  "  U-Matic  videocassettes 
—  for  purchase 

BTN  subscriptions  are  available  from  Broadman  as  well 
Your  church  must  subscribe  to  BTN  in  order  to  receive 
messages  as  they  are  telecast.  Subscription  rates  are  based 
on  resident  church  membership  and  are  determined  annually 
from  information  reported  on  the  Uniform  Church  Letter 


For  more  information  about  Broadman  TVRO  systems,  video 
equipment,  or  BTN  subscriptions,  write  or  call  Broadman  Con¬ 
sumer  Sales.  Nashville.  Tennessee  37234:  (615)  251-2544 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  la  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  1M,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39M1.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(Ml)  893-4451. 


CHURCH  STEEPLF.S 


•  BAPTISTRIES 

i  •  WALL  CROSSES 

fc  »  BAPTISTRY  WATER  HEATERS 


COi omAi  cONTfmRORRRv  and 
i  moofRN  dfsigns 

I  MICTION  WITH  CON1PANV 
I  CRANfS  AND  CRtlUS  AVAIL  AB(  l 
j.J  Oft  CALL  FOR  COLOR 
I  UTFRA’URI  MO  M0POMIS 
'  toll  frh 

800  201  3152 

IN  GFOROIA  CAi 


'  PO  BON  9 
ROSUftll  GA 
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Center  HiU  men 
oppose  Vatican 
ambassador 


Thursday,  October  4,  1884 


Successful  deaf  ministry 
utilizes  deaf  members 


JHa  Members  of  the  Senior  Men’s  Bible 

"  Class  of  Center  Hil1  Church,  Hamil- 

■*»42  'TrjJM  ton,  have  adopted  a  resolution  ex- 

a  pressing  opposition  to  a  U.S.  ambas- 
sador  to  the  Vatican.  In  part,  the 
document 

"Whereas  the  appointment  of  an 
f|*J  Ambassador  to  the  Vatican  consti- 

BOHHHBb  tutes  a  formal  and  official  relation- 
BmHHBMBBbB  ship  between  the  United  States  gov- 
MHHBBHB  emment  and  religious  denomination, 

and, 

"Whereas,  a  suit  has  been  filed  in 

'  •  l  •  i  *i  i  the  U.S.  District  Court,  Philadelphia, 

Olympics  choir  theme  IS  a  knock-out  Pa.,  by  a  coalition  of  Baptists,  Pres- 
J  1  ■  byterians,  Unitarians,  evangeli- 

Choir  Olympics  was  the  theme  for  the  Children's  Choir  enrollment  at  First,  chls,  and  other  religious  groups,  con- 
Gulfport  recently.  Pictured  (I  to  r)  Martha  Frances  Dugger,  organist-children's  tending  that  the  establishment  of 
choir  coordinator;  Janie  Walters,  narrator;  Mr.  T.  —  Tony  Porter;  Olympic  Mick  -  formal  and  official  ties  with  the  Vati- 
Mickey  Henderson,  minister  of  music;  Coach  Paul  Pounds;  Andy  Kalberg,  com-  '  can  ‘enhances  the  ability  of  the 
mentator;  and  Rocky  -  Jimmy  Stewart,  minister  of  youth.  Catholic  church  to  compete  in  the  re¬ 

ligious  market  (dace,’  and, 

Long  Beach  commissions  two 

Lynn  and  Michael  Hutchinson,  re-  He  will  serve  as  a  general  evangelist  *ion\ Baptist  Convention 
cent  missionary  appointees  to  Togo,  in  Togo.  has  joined  in  the  suit  to  ban  United 

Africa,  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Lymi  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  ^tes  dlPlo"\atlc  relaUons  with  the 
Board,  were  commissioned  by  Long  Mrs.  Jimmy  Wood  of  Calvary  Vatl^an  based  on  the  First  ^nend- 
Beach,  First  Church,  on  Sept.  9.  Church,  Leflore  Association.  She  has  ment  which  specifically  provides  the 
Hutchinson  grew  up  in  First  Church,  been  employed  by  Hancock  General  sePlraV.on  °*  church  and  state, 
and  attended  New  Orleans  Semi-  Hospital  as  a  social  worker.  In  Togo  „  ,  n  i S*  ohe.o°n 

nary, and  was  pastor  of  the  Kittiwake  she  will  be  a  church  and  home  mi%-  ^en.s  the  Center  Hill 

Church,  a  mission  of  First,  Long  sionary.  Both  she  and  Mike  are  BaPt,st  Church,  Hamilton,  Miss., 

Beach,  for  three  and  one-half  years,  graduates  of  William  Carey  College.  goes  rfc.?rd  wholehearted 

support  of  the  actions  of  the  above 

*  _  named  coalition.” 


ana 


MC  to  present 
Oct.  9  recital 


Liberty  Church  (Rankin)  had  an 
old-fashioned  Sunday  Sept.  30,  and 
i  members  were  urged  to  wear  old- 
I  fashioned  clothes.  A.  C.  Cooper,  pas- 
m  tor  of  Easthaven  Church,  Brookha- 
ven,  preached  at  the  morning  ser- 
\  vice;  and  Mark  Barrett,  student  at 
Mississippi  College,  directed  the 
music.  Lunch  was  served  at  the 
I  church,  and  there  was  singing  in  the 
I  afternoon  by  the  Deacon  Quartet. 
I  Wayne  Crenshaw  is  pastor. 


On  Tuesday  evening,  Oct.  9,  8;  15 
p.m.  James  Glass,  tenor  and  Richard 
Joiner,  baritone,  will  present  a  duet 
recital  in  Aven  Auditorium  on  the 
Mississippi  College  campus.  Patricia 
Walston  will  assist  them  on  the  piano. 

Their  program  will  consist  of  selec¬ 
tions  by  Handel,  Mendelssohn, 
Schumann,  Verdi,  Puccini,  along 
with  other  composers.  One  of  the 
selections  will  be  a  composition  writ¬ 
ten  by  MC  professor,  James  Sclater. 

The  public  is  invited,  with  no  ad¬ 
mission  charge. 


Lynn  and  Michael  Hutchinson 


moves 

*  ,  _■ _ to  Cof f eeville 

7  m  Members  of  Cherry  Park  Church, 

}  JM  B^B  Clinton,  held  a  church  carnival  re-  Marvin  Bibb  has  resigned  as  direc- 
f  ■  cently  to  raise  funds  for  a  church  wide  tor  of  missions  in  Calhoun  Associa- 

■  trip  to  the  New  Orleans  Worlds  Fair  tion.  He  is  moving  to  Yalobusha  As- 
’  ™  in  October.  The  carnival  included  a  sociation  where  he  will  continue  to 

THE  GAs  OF  FIRST  CHURCH,  STARKVILLE,  recently  recognized  Amy  Wade  cake  walk,  a  dunking  tank,  a  powder  serve  as  part  time  director  of  mis- 
(pictured  canter)  for  her  accomplishments  in  GA  for  the  past  church  year.  She  puff  toss,  apple  bobbing,  a  fish  pond,  sions  and  also  as  pastor  of  O’Tuc- 
was  the  only  GA  to  complete  her  Missions  Adventures.  She  is  pictured  with  (I  to  r)  a  rummage  sale,  and  clowns.  Hollis  kalofa  Church. 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Mathis,  WMU  director;  Mrs.  Bill  Hood,  GA  leader;  her  mother,  Mrs.  Tom  Alderman  is  pastor.  Mike  Carroll  is  -  The  Yalobusha  associational  office 
Wade;  and  Kay  Wamble,  GA  leader.  Raymond  Lloyd  is  pastor.  minister  of  youth  and  education.  has  moved  to  First  Church  Cof- 


MORRISON  HEIGHTS 
HIRING  ASSISTANT 
PRESCHOOL  DIRECTOR 

Appficotion  and  job  description 
are  now  available  in  the  church 
office  for  this  new  position  in  our 
CDC.  Anyone  interested  may 
come  by  the  office  in  Clinton  or 
call  (601)  924-5620. 


fe  m  J^i  1  ,  ^  (Wfl  '  trn KjA  A  Kings  Daughter's  Hospital. 

■  v  *  k  d  tl  jM  Brookhaven.  Services  were  held 

B  W  m\  F  22 8ft  A  S  Rk  Sept  24  at  Hartman-Henderson  Fun- 

Jmm  ^HBkB  RBI'  eral  Home 

I  services 

CT.  '  ^Bjj  Cemetery  in  Monroe,  La. 

Kji,  jm  JBK^KBBB  for 

HbV/By  V  I  years,  was  pastor  at  Poplar  Springs 

Brt  Bv  ^  BBw^SBIB 

1  Bv.l  -  1  He  is  survived  bv  his  wife,  Mrs 

< 

Jr.  of  Palmer,  Texas;  father,  Her- 

WOOLMARKET  CHURCH.  BILOXI  had  an  old-fashioned  day  recently  with  dinner-on-the-ground  and  singing  in  the  bert  Gould  of  Bossier  City,  La.;  three 
afternoon.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  people  who  dressed  fh  an  old-faahioned  way.  The  church  also  had  High  Attendance  Day  in  brothers;  eight  sisters;  and  two 

Sunday  School,  Sept.  9.  Their  goal  was  400  and  they  had  430.  Donnie  Guy  is  pastor.  grandchildren. 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 


( .'//.«//«  rl  /  uri’Hurr 

«•>/.»///*■</  ll  /f/i/oit  s 

ii^lom  h/tmor  '"Itr'i^ns 
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LAGOS,  Nigeria  (BP)  —  David  attorney  available  to  him. 

Cornelius,  first  -  term  Southern  Bap-  The  Nigerian  government  has 
tist  missionary  to  Nigeria,  has  been  stepped  up  an  effort  in  recent  months 
summoned  by  Nigerian  authorities  to  to  eliminate  corruption  and  instill  a 
answer  charges  about  alleged  cus-  new  sense  of  discipline  in  the  coun¬ 
toms  violations.  try.  That  has  resulted  in  charges 

“What  actually  happened  was  that  against  foreigners  and  Nigerians 
he  carried  to  Nigeria  an  air  rifle  for  suspected  of  violations, 
his  son  and  ($20,000  worth  of)  equip-  Cornelius  and  his  wife,  Elwanda, 
ment  and  supplies  for  the  Baptist  both  Texans,  were  appointed  last  De¬ 
hospital  in  Eku,”  said  John  Mills,  the  cember  and  arrived  on  the  field  in 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  early  July.  The  Corneliuses,  the  first 
Board’s  director  for  West  Africa.  black  couple  appointed  Southern 
Cornelius,  who  has  been  freed  on  Baptist  foreign  missionaries,  live  in 
bail,  was  to  have  appeared  for  ques-  Jos,  Nigeria,  where  they  are  involved 
tioning  in  Lagos  Sept.  20.  First  Bap-  in  language  study, 
tist  Church  on  Lagos  has  made  an  -• 


DANVILLE,  Va.  ( BP )  —  Howard  Cleary  Church,  Rankin  County,  or- 
W.  Lee,  president  dt  Averett  College  dained  two  deacons  on  Sept.  23.  They 
since  Jan.  1, 1980,  has  announced  his  are  Wade  Stephenson  Jr.  and  John 
retirement. 'Lee,  68,  went  to  Averett  Thornton.  The  pastor,  Kent  Shirley, 
as  assistant  to  then  President  Con-  preached  the  charge  to  the  candi- 
well  A.  Anderson  in  1971  and  became  dates.  Others  on  programs  were 
acting  president  in  July  1979,  when  Steve  Roberts,  John  Applewhite,  and 
Anderson  retired  because  of  a  heart  Henry  Fillingame.  Deck.  David, 
ailment.  A  few  months  later  the  trus-  1983-84  deacon  chairman,  presented 
tees  elected  Lee  president.  „  the  new  deacons  with  certificates  of 

ordination  and  gift  Bibles  from  the 
BRISTOL,  Va.  (BP)  —  Gary  M.  church.  The  Adult  Choir  presented 


William  G.  Watson  of  Clinton  has 
been  called  as  pastor  of  Burch  Hill 
Church,  Jackson.  He  will  retire  Jan. 

al  after  18  years 
with  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Department 
of  Rehabilitation 
Services.  Before 
that  he  was  pastor 
of  Briarwood 
Drive,  Jackson; 
First,  Lucedale; 
North  Greenwood, 
Greenwood;  and 


Charles  S.  Mitchell  has  accepted 
the  call  of  East  Moss  Point  Church! 
Moss  Point,  as  pastor.  He  formerly 

t  was  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Creola, 
Ala.,  in  Mobile 
County,  for  12 
years. 

Mitchell  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of 


New  Prospect  ory. 

Church  of  luka.  HI  ^^^H  Born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  of 

Davis  is  a  junior  at  K  Italian  parents  in  1898,  Anthony  Zeoli 

Blue  Mountain  as  a  schoolboy  ran  away  from  home 

College.  He  is  av-  '  ^ fg  to  seek  adventure.  He  soon  found 

ailable  to  do  sup-  \  i  himself  in  the  heart  of  Philadelphia's 

ply  preaching,  and  M  underworld,  slave  to  narcotics  which 

can  be  reached  at  caused  him  to  commit  many  crimes 

423-3030  or  423-  ^  '  It  was  while  serving  a  sentence  in  the 

6092.  Eugene  Wal-  _  ^  Eastern  State  Penitentiary  in 

den  is  the  pastor  at  J  Philadelphia  that  he  was  converted 

HmAuJIH  to  Christ  in  1920.  His  conversion  came 

FIRST  CHURCH,  QUITMAN,  recently  about  through  the  reading  of  a  New 

Clyde  Simmons  and  Roger  Britt  .  recognized  G.  R.  Deen.  left,  for  serving  Testament  which  was  given  him  in 

were  ordained  as  deacons  of  Giff  32  years  as  head  usher.  He  has  served  prison. 

Temple  Church,  Natchez,  in  a  deacon  as  an  usher  for  over  50  years.  Rex  Yan-  Memorial  services  were  held  Sept, 

ordination  service  Sept.  23.  W.  G.  cey,  pastor,  right,  presented  Deen  with  16.  in  Grand  Rapids.  Mich. 

a  plaque  as  a  memorial  of  the  occasion.  J  ,  Pm,  pulpitt,  bmpttotri •*"" 


Mobile 
County,  Ala.,  and 
a  graduate  of 

_  Clarke  College  in 

Watson  Greenwood;  and  Mitchell  Newton.  He  is  also 

First,  Houston.  a  graduate  of  Mobile  and  has  at- 

As  a  bi-vocational  pastor  he  served  tended  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
as  interim  at  Flag  Chapel,  Jackson; 

Highland,  Vicksburg;  and  Northside, 

Clinton.  He  has  been  pastor  of  Pales-  „^ony  P°rter<  Assistant  Pastor, 
tine,  Lula,  and  New  Haven  in  First,  Gulfport,  has  resigned  to  enter 
Hinds-Madison  Association,  and  Navy  chaplaincy. 

Beulah  in  Holmes  Association. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  Col-  Jimmy  Bazemore  has  resigned  as 
lege  and  Southern  Seminary  and  pastor  of  First  Church,  Satartia,  to 
holds  a  master’s  degree  in  rehabilita-  enter  evangelistic  ministries.  He  is 
tion  counseling  from  Mississippi  available  for  pastor  supply,  weekend 
State  University.  revivals,  gospel  music,  and  drama. 


Davis 

New  Prospect 


Dowdy  is  pastor 


Van  minkle 
CCljurclj 
JurnU^ingB  Sc 
tteui  Upholstery 

Box  SOI,  Fulton,  MS.  30043 


He  can  be  reached  at  746-4477  during  New  Sardis  Church,  Mt.  dive,  ob-  Weathersby  Church  ( Simpson  >, 
the  day  and  746-3135  at  night  or  by  served  homecoming  on  Sept.  30.  homecoming  October  7;  Sunday 
writing  to  702  E.  Broadway,  Yazoo  Lunch  was  served  at  the  church,  and  School,  10  a.m.;  worship  service,  11 
City,  MS  39194.  an  afternoon  service  was  held.  There  a.m. ;  T.  C.  Pinson,  pastor;  lunch  at 

was  no  evening  service.  John  L.  the  church;  1:30  p.m.  service  with 
Jones  is  pastor.  gospel  singing.  All  proceeds  will  go  to 

Danny  Guthrie  has  accepted  the  the  Cemetery  Fund 

call  as  minister  of  music  at  Calvary  Midway,  Carthage:  homecoming; 

Church,  Belzoni.  He  and  his  family  Oct.  7;  Sunday  School  at  10  a.m; 

are  long-time  residents  of  Belzoni,  morning  worship  at  11;  dinner  on  the  Glading  (Amite  County): 
Robert  C.  Ragland  is  pastor.  ground;  pastor,  Buddy  Puryear^  homecoming;  Oct.  7;  Sunday  School 

speaker  for  morning  ser.lw-.^lSbug  at  10  a.m.;  morning  message  at  11; 
Jim  Phillips  has  been  called  as  pas-  ,Ru?ley  ’  New  0rleans  Seminary ,  dinner  on  the  ground ;  afternoon  ser- 
tor  of  Mount  Olive  Church  (Lauder-  leadin*  mus,c’  sPec,al  afternoon  vice  and  singing;  no  night  service; 
dale)  and  will  begin  his  work  im-  service  charles  Kirkfield,  pastor, 

mediately.  He  is  finshing  at  New  Or-  Macedonia  (Calhoun):  Oct.  7 

leans  Seminary  within  the  next  few  homecoming;  singing  services  begin  N  H  hnmommiiw 

months.  A.  C.  Johnson,  past  presi-  at  10  a  m  dinner  on  the  around  at  hor"epona,n8 

,  ’  hL  a.m.,  dinner  on  uie  ground  ai  Qct<  7  Senior  Citizens  will  be  hon- 

SSntOHv^  Snl  noon;  and  singing  continues  in  after-  ored  in  the  11  a  m.  worship  service 

Mount  Olive  as  interim  pastor.  noon;  Steve  Evans,  pastor.  and  _t  fln  afternoon  aroeram  at  1:30: 


1 0  DAY  —  2  COUNTRIES  —  DELUXE 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR 

Outstanding  lecturers:  Drs.  MiHon  Fer¬ 
guson,  John  Newport,  Bid  Tolar,  Wayne 
Ward,  Harold  freeman,  Billy  Simmons, 
Drewry  Meece  Wayne  Dehoney 

COUEGE/SEMINARY  CREDIT 
Extensions:  Egypt,  Athens,  Roma 
Departures:  Dec.  26,  Dec.  31,  Jaa.  7 
Hast  benefits  for  pastors 

Write  or  phone:  Dehoney's 
BIBLELAND  TRAVEL,  1204  S. 
Third,  Suite  A,  Louisville,  Ky 
40203.  AC502I636-9211.  Kathy 
Dehoney  Evttts,  director 


- Devotional 

The  perfect  sa< 
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A  E  10  BAPTIST  RECORD 


By  Alan  Kilgore 


in  10:17-18  says,  “The  reason  my  Father  loves  me  is  that  I  lay  down  my 
lii  hat  1  might  take  it  again.  No  one  takes  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  my 
ov  accord.  I  have  authority  to  lay  it  down  and  authority  totak^Uipagaim 
Ti  command  I  received  from  my  father.” 

nere  are  times  when  through  the  sacrifice  of  one  life^^H|HHHH 
another  life  is  spared.  Sometimes,  for  instance,  in  the^HHP^^Hv 
m  ds  t  of  the  horrors  of  war  in  order  for  one  soldier  to  go  on^H^ 
li'  ig  another  soldier  must  die.  I  had  a  close  friend  while  I 
Wf  growing  up  in  Moss  Point  who  was  an  avid  patriot  to^L  |  iM 

hi?-  country.  While  some  were  doing  whatever  was  neces-^H  £  _  jH 

sary  to  stay  out  of  the  armed  forces,  he  was  ready  and^H^  / IV 
willing  to  serve. 

“  He  was  not  in  Vietnam  very  long  because  of  a  wound  he|Hi  _  Jl 
received  shortly  after  he  arrived.  This  is  how  it  happened.  Kilgore 
He  had  just  emptied  his  gun  firing  at  one  enemy  soldier  and  turned  around 
■just  in  time  to  see  another  Viet  Cong  with  his  rifle  pointed  at  him.  He  fell  to  the 
ground  just  as  the  Viet  Cong’s  rifle  went  off.  He  was  wounded,  but  not 
seriously,  and  he  lay  there  afraid  to  move  for  fear  the  enemy  soldier  would 
realize  he  was  still  alive.  The  Viet  Cong  walked  over  to  him  and  began  poking 
at  him  to  see  if  there  was  any  life  left.  Myfriend  knew  that  it  would  only  be  a 
matter  of  seconds  before  this  V iet  Cong  soldier  would  realize  he  was  still  alive 
and  then  kill  him.  A  shot  rang  out  from  the  distant  bushes  and  the  Viet  Cong 
fell  to  the  ground.  My  friend’s  buddy  had  seen  what  was  happening  and  he 
knew  that  he  would  have  to  take  the  life  of  the  Viet  Cong  in  order  to  save  the 
life  of  his  friend. 

This  was  a  case  where  in  order  to  save  a  life,  a  life  must  be  taken.  Our 
scripture  said  that  no  man  took  Christ’s  life  from  him,  but  that  he  laid  it  down 
freely.  In  order  for  my  life  to  be  spared,  another  life  must  be  taken.  Jesus, 
from  the  cross,  spoke  these  words,  “It  is  finished.”  Many  conclusions  can  be 
drawn  from  these  three  short  words: 

1 1)  The  task  Jesus  came  to  fulfill  was  now  complete. 

(2)  The  suffering  he  endured  was  now  over. 

(3)  The  debt  that  I  could  never  have  paid  was  now  paid  for  me. 

Let’s  suppose  that  God  came  to  us  today  and  said,  “In  order  to  be  forgiven 

of  your  sins  all  you’ll  have  to  do  is  endure  the  suffering  and  the  torment  of  the 
cross.”  How  many  of  us  would  take  the  beating  and  suffer  the  physical, 
spiritual,  and  mental  pain  Jesus  endured?  How  many  of  us  would  subject 
ourselves  to  this  cruel  form  of  torture  in  order  to  pay  the  penalty  of  sin?  I’m 
afraid  some  would  drop  out  in  the  garden,  others  would  surrender  to  their 
man  remarked  that  the  peaches  had  fears  when  faced  with  their  accusers,  and  would  there  be  any  who  would  let 
not  been  very  flavorful.  The  old  gent-  themselves  be  nailed  to  the  cross?  Another  question  we  could  ask  is  this: 
leman  nodded  and  said  “Lucky  they  w^d  you  be  willing  to  die  for  me,  or  would  I  be  willing  to  die  for  you?  If  we 
were  small,  ain’t  it?  answered  honestly  we  would  probably  say  no.  Taking  all  this  into  considera- 

When  his  daughter  commented  on  tion  all  praise  must  go  to  our  Lord  and  Savior  because  he  endured  it  all  for  us ! 
the  fabulous  new  equipment  in  her  I  can  never  repay  the  debt  I  owe  to  the  one  who  suffered  so  that  I  wouldn’t 
•high  school  home  economics  have  to,  who  died  that  I  might  live.  The  blood  that  fell  from  Calvary  that  day 
classroom,  the  father  asked.  “What  has  fallen  upon  mearjd  washed  me  whiter  than  snow.  I’m  so  thankful  that  my 
have  you  learned  to  cook  so  far?”  The  Lord’s  suffering  upon  the  cross  is  finished,  and  it  grieves  me  to  know  that  this 
girl  shrugged.  “We  haven’t  got  into  beautiful  and  innocent  man  had  to  die  for  the  wrong  that  1  have  done.  What 
cooking  yet.  We’re  only  up  to  thaw-  greater  love  has  any  man  shown  than  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends, 
ing.”  Alan  Kilgore  is  pastor  of  Oakdale  Church,  Brandon. 

“No  civilization  can  be  better  than 
/  J  —J-  „  its  source.”  —  J.  B.  Gambrell 


An  Evening  With  Jester  Hairston 


directedihe  Mt.  Helm  Baptist  Church  Choir  of  Jackson,  the 
oldest  black  congregation  in  the  state.  Robert  Morris  di¬ 
rected  the  Jackson  State  University  Chorus.  Milfred  Valen¬ 
tine  directed  the  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen.  Hairston 
directed  an  all-state  chorus.  Oot  Pray  and  Michael  Smith 
were  accompanists.  Danny  Jones,  minister  of  music  at  Cal¬ 
vary,  Greenwood,  is  project  coordinator  of  Celebration  '85. 
(A  story  about  Hairston  is  printed  on  page  7.) 


Spirituals  composed  and  arranged  by  Jester  Hairston 
vera  presented  at  the  Jackson  City  Auditorium  Sept.  20. 
■lahston,  of  Hollywood,  Calif.,  has  played  character  roles  in 
no  'ies,  radio,  and  television.  Dale  Danks,  mayor  of 
lacKson,  pictured,  presented  to  Hairston  a  key  to  the  city. 
The  concert  marked  the  beginning  of  Celebration  85  and 
he  40th  anniversary  of  Mississippi  Baptists'  Church  Music 
Jepartment. 

During  the  evening,  several  groups  sang.  Calvin  Thomas 


Jester  Hairston,  center,  greets,  I  to  r,  Don  Mines,  missionary  to  Argentina, 
hester  Vaughn,  program  director  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  and 


Dan  Hall,  director.  Church  Music  Department 


names  Meridian  cou 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  (older. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  30S-C  —  Qrewtwood,  MIm.  38930 


ATLANTA— Charlotte  and  George  ern  Seminary. 

‘Wayne”  Herrington  of  Meridian  Her  husband.  George,  is  chief  med- 
vere  among  three  missionaries,  leal  technician  at  the  Jeff  Anderson 
seven  missionary  Regional  Medical  Center  in  Meri- 
^ssociates,  eight  dian. 

^church  planter 
apprentices,  16 

church  or  lan-  Pastor’s  son  killed 

guage  pastoral  as-  .  .  .  * 

sistance  reci-  m  Beirut  attack 

pients,  and  46  field 

personnel  finan-  RALEIGH,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Michael 
cial  aid  recipients  Ray  Wagner,  one  of  the  two  Ameri- 
Mrs.  Herrington  approved  by  the  cans  killed  Sept.  20  in  the  car  bomb 
southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  attack  at  the  U.S.  Embassy  Annex  in 
3oard’s  board  of  directors  at  their  Beirut,  was  the  son  of  North  Carolina 
September  meeting.  Baptist  pastor  Donald  Wagner  of 

Mrs.  Herrington  has  been  director  Rocky  Hock  Baptist  Church. 

)f  Christian  social  ministries  for  Michael  Wagner,  30.  was  a  petty 
[^auderdale  Association  since  1981.  officer  first  class  in  the  Navy.  He 
Hie  board’s  action  upgrades  her  pos-  grew  up  in  Pilot,  a  small  Franklin 
ition  from  missionary  associate  to  County  community.  He  attended 
missionary  status.  Bunn  High  School  and  studied  busi- 

Formerly  she  was  Baptist  Student  ness  at  Gardner /Webb  College  in 
Union  director/Christian  social  Boiling  Springs,  N.C. 
ministries  director  of  the  association  He  later  sold  automobiles  in  Char- 
from  1980  to  1981.  lotte,  N.C.  before  joining  the  Navy  in 

She  is  a  graduate  of  University  of  1977.  He  volunteered  for  duty  in 
Southern  Mississippi  and  Southwest-  Beirut  in  November  1983. 


Ellistown  (Union County  i :  Oct. 7  to  Wesson  Church :  fall  revival;  Oct. 

12;  services  at  10:30  a.m.  and  7:30  7-1P;  services/at  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
p.m.;  Jimmy  Welch,  pastor,  Hill-  evangelist,  Gary  M.  Bowlin;  music 
crest  Church,  Jackson,  Tenn.,  evangelist,  Garner  Keel;  Ken 
evangelist;  Phil  Nanney,  minister  of  Stringer, ‘pastor, 
music,  First  Church,  New  Albany, 

music  director;  Ray  Jernigan,  pas-  Falkner  Church,  Falkner :  Oct.  7  to 
tor.  •  12;  services  at  7  p.m.;  Danny  Laf- 

ferty,  evangelist;  Pam  Bell,  music 
New  Hope  .  Revival  is  scheduled  director;  Jim  Ray,  pastor.' 
for  October  7-12.  Former  pastor, 

Glenn  Morgan,  from  El  Dorado,  Ar-  Ridgecrest  Church,  Jackson :  lay 
kansas,  will  be  preachng,  and  Robert  renewal  weekend ;  Oct.  19  to 21 ;  visit- 
Goodman,  from  McComb,  will  be  ing  team  of  45  adults  and  12  young 
leading  the  music.  people  from  throughout  the  state; 

Sidney  Ellis,  coordinator;  Paul  Ste- 
East  Booneville  Church,  vens,  pastor. 

BooneviUe :  Octl4  to  19;  Jim  Nun-  F|rgt  Church  Yazoo  City;  Oct.  7  to 

nelee,  pastor,  Bellaire  Church,  Bos-  s  d  services  11  am  and  7 
sier  City.  La.,  evangelist;  Jerry  pV  S^^VwXsdav  7 
Crawford,  Wheeler  Church,  Wheeler,  £  ™  ,ay  g  ,  ,  ay'„ 
JS’  r  n«rrv  am.  and  7  p.m.;  revival  team  all 

music  director,  Wayne  G.  Berry.  membera  of  £,ret  :  JamesF. 

Vatpc  nactnr-  Mrc  lamac  A  Uanlmi 


FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRIES 
^-f^STEEPLES-CROSSES 
Mr  WATER  HEATERS 


tl  1  pria 

kayQmxkCmki 


Mrs  Ruth  Spencer 
Miss  Dobbie  Slay 
Mrs  0  G  Eubanks 
Mn  Ida  Bdl  Smith 
Mias  Bertha  Jackson 


Betty  4  Mary  Alice  Braley  Mr  k  Mrs  Gordon  Oow 

Mr.  4  Mrs  Raymond  L.  Craig.  Rev.  Z.  B.  McAlpin 
Jr.  Mrs  Jean  Womack 

Mr  4  Mrs  Paul  J  Jaggars  Mr.  R.  Cadiffe  McBee 
MR  J.  LeoHiU.  Jr.  Mr  Carl  M  Kelly 

Mrs  Margaret  Whitten  Mr.  Aady  McCerkie 

Dr  4  Mrs.  M  B.  Lynch.  MD  •  Mrs  John  B.  Easter 
Mrs.  Frank  Williams.  Jr.  Mr.  William  McCsrkle 

Mrs  Force  Turner  Ann  B.  Cbtlier 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Keith  R.  Harris  Mrs.  HelesrMcCowan 
Mr  4  Mrs  Cecil  Hanks  Fem  Mr, -Lyter 

Mr.  4  Mrs  A.  J.  Simpson  Lester  L_JdcCulle> 

G.  W.  I  Billy  i  Benson  Elizabeth  Wicks 

Mrs.  Ludie  Hinton  Mother  of  Dr.  Ellen  McDevitt 

Miss-Bea trice  Brownlee  Mrs.  Ary  C  Phillips 

Fred  Hinton.  Sr.  Mr.  A.  J.  McDufl.  Sr. 

Mrs  Margaret  Dribben  Friendship  Sunday  School 

Mrs.  Holden  Rolling  Fork 

Callie  D.  Taylor  Maureen  McEachern 

Mrs.  Gladys  Holly  Holmes  Jr  College 

Young  Adult  11  Class.  Vaiden  John  McElhannon 
Mrs.  Ruby  Howard  Mr  4  Mrs.  Jim  D.  Hardin 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  B.  F.  Hawkins  Mrs.  Harvey  Mctiehee 

Mrs.  Doris  Hudgens  Mrs.  Helen  M.  Frye 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  N.  W.  Carpenter.  Jr.  Mrs.  McLannin 
Heather  Humphreys  Mr  4  Mrs  Harris  Peyton 

Glen  4  Dovie  Jo  Humphreys  Mrs.  Dollie  Home  McMullan 
Mr.  Joe  H.  Jackson  Mr  4  Mrs  William  A.  Huff 

Men's  Sunday  School.  McAdams  Daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dick 
Mr  Joyce  Cox.  Jr  McMullan 

Joe  Bunch  Family  Mrs  H.  N  Brown 

Evergreen  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Zuma  McNair 
Louisville  Pamela  A  Johnson 

K.  M.  Jackson  Gladys  Meek 

Mrs  Tommie  Hamill  Mr  4  Mrs  Mike  Lammons 

Mrs.  Mace  Jackson  Dr.  Leo  Miller 

Mrs.  Gladys  D  McMullen  Dr  4  Mrs  Herman  Borougl 

Roosevelt  Jackson  Henry  Mitchell 

Holmes  Jr  College  Mr  4  Mrs  Smith  Cade 

Anne  Farris  Janous  Craig  M.  Monroe,  Jr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs  W.  J.  Ireland  Mr  4  Mrs  A  W  Lang  Jr 

Mr.  James  Lee  Jarman  -  Mrs.  Leroy  I  Elizabeth  i  Monti 

Mr  Carl  M.  Kelly  Mr  4  Mrs  J  F  Williams. . 

Mr  4  Mrs  Marion  Moor  Mrs  M  E  Steele 

Betty  4  Mary  Alice  Braley  Mr.  Charles  B.  Moore 
James  C.  Wiggins  Mr  4  Mrs  Pat  Brooks 

Mrs.  Daisey  Tiny"  Jenkins  F.  J.  i  Jim  i  Moore 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  F.I.  Lackey.  Sr  Judy  Marshall 

Thomas  4  Miriam  Roberson  Dr.  Troy  Morgan 
Darnell  Jenkins  Mr.  4  Mrs  James  Hodges 

William  4  Wanda  Daniel  Dr.  Troy  Morgan 

Mrs.  Elsie  Jennings  Mr  4  Mrs:  James  Hodges 

Mrs.  Sadie  C.  Yerger  *  Dr.  Troy  Lee  Morgan 
Mrs.  Julius  C.  Jennings  Mr.  4  Mrs  Ronald  E  Carly 

Mr  4  Mrs  Paul  J.  Jaggars  William  Gerald  Morgan 
Rebecca  W  Walters  Mr  4  Mrs  Wade  C.  Donnell 

Mr.  Hunter  Jernigan  Mrs.  J.  G.  Hammond 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cooper  Mr.  4  Mrs  Douglas  Walkaot 

Sonny  Johann  Mr  4  Mrs  James  B  Sykes 

Miss  Dora  Sills  Mrs.  C.  G.  Daughdrill 

Ret.  Colonel  Oscar  J.  Johnston  Dr.  4  Mrs.  John  K.  Henry 
Helen  4  Minor  S.  Gray  Mr.  George  Morris 

Mr.  Allen  Karstens  Judge  4  Mrs  Vernon  Broor 

Mrs  Sarah  Holderfield  Jewel  Motley 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

from 

T  ® a ptUt  CkilA'Ut's  Village 


Mrs.  LedeH  Rnsherry 
Miss  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mr.  W.  F.  i  Bud  i  Redden 

Hallie  Smyth 
Nancy  Jo  Walker 
Francis  4  Elotse  Aylward 
Elmer  Richmond 
Mrs  Doris  L.  Scrivner 
Mr.  Darcey  Riley 
Mr  4  Mrs  Floyd  Thornhill 
Mr  4  Mrs  L.  F  Brown 
Dr.  H.  K.  Route 
Ruth  A  Furey 
Grace  Curran 
Mr.  Elmer  Rucker 
Mr  4  Mrs  Billy  McMullen 
Mrs.  Amanda  Sadler 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Tommy  Hancock 
Carl  Schaffner 

Mr  4  Mrs  Charles  W  Holmes 
Mrs.  J.  Albert  Shackelford 

TEL  Sunday  School  ColiMpbus 
Randolph  D  Peels  Jr  I 
Willie  C.  Shaw 
Mary  4  John  Hood 
Mr.  Fred  A.  Shirley 
Mr  4  Mrs  J.  C  Stennett 
Mr.  W.  M.  Shoemaker 
Mr  4  Mrs  Henry  Hederman 
Mr.  Alton  C.  Simmons 
Mr  4  Mrs  Frank  T  Moore 
.  Mrs.  Myra  Simmons 

Willie  4  Miriam  Simmons  4 
Wronal 

Mrs.  Doralvn  Simpson 
Mrs  Temple  Craft 

Albert  Smith 

Mr  4  Mrs  B.  F.  Hawkins 

Rev.  Alvin  R.  Smith 

Mr  4  Mrs.  J  R.  England 

Mrs.  C.  M.  i  Bunch  i  Smith 

Mr  4  Mrs.  S  Lyle  Bates 

Edgar  W.  Smith 

Mr  4  Mrs  Lamar  Arthur 

Glen  Smith 
Mrs.  Roy  D  King 

Mrs.  Irene  Smith 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Vonme  Cothren 

Louis  C  Smith 
Dan  L  Mattox 
Kandy  SmllJi'^e^ 

Edwin  C  Smith 

Mr.  "Uady"  Spradllag 
Mr  4Mrs  R  E  Van  Namen 
Mrs.  Peart  Spartlln  .. 
.MrjtMs,  nanlal  Law . - 


Mr  4  Mrs  M.  C.  Bourtand 
Mrs.  Irene  Oliver 
Mrs.  Carrie  N.  Cochraa 
Mr.  4  Mrs  I.  C.  James 
Ethel  Cooper 

Mr  4  Mrs  J  H  Hambrick 
Mr.  William  Laraine  Craig 

B.  J.  4  Jessye  Roberson 

Helen  Keyes 

Cathy  4  Eari  Pace 

Mr  4  Mrs  Raymond  L  Craig 


Jackson,  MS  39213 


Time-limited 


service  to  children 


Mr.  Minor  E.  Crowell 
Mrs  Thomas  Fite  Paine 
Jimmy  Curtis 
Mrs  C  King 
Rusty  Dartey 
Sharon  M.  Cullum 
Mrs.  Edith  Davis 
J.  J.  Sanders 
Mrs.  Ella  Davis 
Miss  Lillian  Heffner 
Roy  B.  Davis 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Charles  W  Holmes 
Callie  D.  Taylor 
Mr.  G.  Floyd  Deaton 
Truth  Seekers  Sunday  School. 

Grenada 
John  G.  Hardy 
Mr.  E.  R  Green 
Mother  of  Mrs.  Dedrickson 
Mr  4  Mrs  J  C.  Stennett 
Mr.  Rodney  Defen baugh 
Mr  4  Mrs  Guy  Branscome,  Jr 
Mr.  Charles  Dickerson 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Billy  McMullen 
Thad  Dickerson 
Lakeland  Medical  Clinic 
Max  Dilworth 
Mr  4  Mrs  Sam  T.  Carter 
Robert  Dixon 
Mrs.  Nora  N.  Thomas 
Brig.  General  Henry  J.  Dolton 
Mr  4  Mrs  J.  E.  Johnston 
Mr.  Obert  .Douglas 
Mr  4  Mrs  Keith  Griffith 
Mr.  Busier  B.  Duckworth 
Mrs  Mary  Lou  Hammond 
Mr.  Barnard  Dunnam 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  W  Watson 
Mrs.  John  L.  Nancy  Durr 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  J  Crialer 
Dr.  4  Mrs  Eddie  Johnson 
John  4  Billie  Whitfield 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Larry  Benson 
D  W  Graham 
Charles  V  Lang  DVM 
Frances  4  Pat  McCain 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jerry  Moore 
Mr  4  Mrs  T.  J  Rutledge.  Jr 
Dr.  Nancy  Brewer 
Sherry  Neal 

Dr.  4  Mrs  Charles  Chadwick 
Mr  4  Mrs  J.  S.  Mellon.  Sr 
Mrs.  F.  J  Weissinger 
Mary  Jean  Neal 

H.  G.  Baddy  Earwead 

Mr  4  Mrs  C.E.  Pollan 

Mrs.  Cawmie  Eaton 


For  many  years,  The  Children’s  Village  has  emphasized  its  determination 
to  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  amount  of  time  which  any  child  or  young  person 
remains  in  the  abnormality  of  group  care.  Throughout  its  history,  The  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Village  has  affirmed  its  acceptance  of  the  private  home  and  family  as 
the  Christian  ideal.  Several  years  ago,  after  intensive  study  and  preparation, 
The  Village  organized  a  formal  structured  group  of  programs  designed  to 
address  in  more  express  and  specific  fashion,  the  individual  needs  of  each 
individual  child  assigned  to  Village  custody  and  further  designed  to  involve 
the  natural  family,  especially  the  natural  parents,  in  setting,  working  toward 
and  reaching  specific  goals  for  children  in  what  we  have  called  “time- 
limited”  or  “task-oriented”  programs.  EVERY  Village  child  receives  the 
same  quality  of  custodial  care,  including  food,  clothing,  shelter,  housepflrent 
and  staff  supervision  and  guidance,  school  and  church  opportunities, «tCi  The 
time-limited  program  into  which  any  Village  child  is  entered  is,  hdU^ver, 
peculiar  to  that  child’s  needs  and  the  needs  of  his  natural  family,  and  is 
geared  to  the  return  of  that  child  to  his  natural  family,  after  accomplishment 
of  stated  family  goals  within  a  stated  period  of  time. 

During  the  next  several  months,  from  time  to  time,  as  space  is  available, 
we  will  be  identifying  and  further  describing  and  explaining  to  readers  of  this 
publication,  each  of  these  task-oriented  programs,  how  each  is  managed; 
and,  what  is  proposed  to  be  accomplished  through  each  in  order  that  The 
Village  may  remain  faithful  to  its  original  and  Christian  reason  for  existence, 
while  offering  a  service  ministrywhich  is  relevant  to  “the  time”  and  current 
needs  of  our  society. 

During  this  month,  Mississippi  Baptists  will  be  convening  in  annual  ses¬ 
sions,  on  the  Associational  level,  throughout  the  state.  We  are  anxious  to 
report  and  account  to  Baptist  friends  and  supporters  and  we  have  therefore 
requested  time  on  the  busy  program  of  each  of  these  Associational  meetings . 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
August  26  —  September  25, 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  listing  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Clay  SUar 
Mrs  C  King 
Mn.  Hannah  Strickland 

Homemakers  Sunday  School 
Heidelberg 
R.  F.  SaHivaa 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  G.  W  Harrington 
Jackie  Martin 
Mis.  Josephine  Sullivan 
Fern  M  Lyter 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Sutterfield 
June  Lois.  Pal  —  Bel  leg  rove 
Branch  F 
Mr.  A.  G.  Sutton 
'  Mr  4  Mrs  Wade  C  Dorneil 


Wayne  4  Melba  Smith 
Jeff  Kiag 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Tommy  Taylor 
Mrs.  Jean  Kaight 
Mrs  Temple  Craft 
Mr.  R.  B.  Kaight 
Mrs  Bob  Garner 


Dr.  F.  M.  Blackwell  Mrs.  Iraie  Mae  Bafard 

Mrs.  Ruth  F.  Blackwell  Mrs  Willie  H.  Smith 

Mn.  J.  A.  Blackwell  Sally  WUaon 

Fannie  Blackwell  Mrs.  T.  O.  Bafard 

Mn.  Evdya  Bead  Mr  4  Mrs  Robert  Owen.  Jr 

Mr.  Robert  Bradford  Mr.  Fred  Barger 

Mn.  Willie  Bdle  M.  Bond  Mn.  Roy  A.  Berry 

Mn  Dorothy  F.  Curtis  Mr.  Dick  Baraett 

Lillian  S.  Thomas  Mn  Norman  Moody 

Mist  Janice  Calhoun  Mias  Margie  Barwide 

Mias  Marie  Curtis  Mr  4  Mn.  Robert  L.  Brent  Mr  4  Mrs  Ken  Statham 

Mr  4  Mrs  Jack  Dempsey  Willie  Belle  McKneely  Mn  .  Vlrgie  Bush  Mr  .  Roy  Faalkaer 

In.  Caroline  Banes  Beaaie  C  Rodrigue  E.  N  Lane  Forest  Baptist  Church 

Myra  L.  Forbes  Mn.  O.  D.  Brent  Dr.  L.  R.  Bash.  Sr.  Mn.  Dsrsie  Hill  Ford 

In.  Tom  (Monde i  Barnette  Louise  M.  McNair  CUregGriffith  Mrs  C  King 

Mr.  4  Mn.  Lawrence  Farrington  Mrs  J  G  Harm  Mn  Golds  Stubblefield  Mr.  Harry  F^ate,  Jr. 

Mr.  4  Mn.  Herman  L.  Dung  an.  Mn.  Etta  Rachel  Bsaaer  Judge  4  Mn.  Vernon  Broom  Women  Bible  Class.  Hazlehurst 

Jr.  Mr.  4  Mrs  F.  I.  Lackey.  Sr.  Jaale  Lyaa  Byer  Mai  Bails  Allen 

k.  Sidney  Barron  -  Dr.  S.  B  Caruthers  Glen  4  Dovie  Jo  Humphreys  Joan  W  Horst 

Fern  M.  Lyter  Mr.  4  Mn.  Charles  S.  Davis  Salley  Byrem  John  E.  Covington 

eaaelk  Bealrd  E.  W  Hanna  Family  Hattie  Choate  Mr.  Freddie  Gaddis 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Gay  McOare  Mr.  4  Mn  Dewey  L.  Bain  Bea  D.  Cagle  Forest  High  School.  ClassoflkM 

[R.  Mike  Bealrd  Mr.  4  Mn.  Gordon  Wilson  Mayme  L.  Prevost  Frank  Gaddy 

Mr  Spurgeon  Mayfield  Gene  4  Gary  Sharp  Mn.  Caibeaa  >  Mr.  4  Mrs  Mathis  Holt 

Mn.  Richard  Lackey  4  Ellen  Rasty  Aaron  Gill 
Clovis  E.  Prottt  Mr  4  Mn  Marion  Davit 

Callie  D  Taylor  M  H  Nevels 

Glady*  D  Pope  Mr.  Heery  Goodwin 

Mn.  Myrtle  Caaasa  Mr.  4  Mn  Joe  G.  Guyton 

Mr.  4  Mn  John  0.  Watkins  W.  F.  (Zebi  Greyssa 
Mr  4  Mrs  Fred  Roberts  Mn.  Thomas  A .<  Drake.  Sr 

Mr  4  Mn  Grady  Jones  Mr.  A.  G.  Hamilton 
Mr.  Horace  Carpenter  Henry  4  Nell  Jacob 

Mr  4  Mrs  Billy  R.  Havard  Mr.  Hammett 
Mr.  4  Mn.  Jimmy  Randall  Mr?  William  C.  Warner 
Mr.  George  Carr  Mn.  Dorothy  Weimer  Harris 

Christine  C  Risher  Mr.  4  Mrs  C.  A.  Rooker 

Harvey  Case  Mn.  Rolls  Hutson 

V  A  Nuning  Sing  Along.  Jackson  Mn  Myrtle  C.  Smith  J.  Moody  Heimt 

Mn.  Clara  Broome  Mrs.  Cash  Mr  4  Mn  J.  S  White 

Judge  4  Mn  Vernon  Broom  Miss  Doris  Rayn  M/M  L.  F.  Henrry 

Mr.  J.  Raaaeil  Brans  an,  Sr.  W.  B.  Chadwick  Mn  W  E  Clements 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Guy  Branscome,  Sr.  Strong  Hope  Baptist  Church.  Mn.  Mae  Heaery 

Holmes  Jr  College  Nuning  Wesson  Mn.  Irene  P  Marion 

Program  Mrs.  W.  A.  Chan  dim  Mn.  Mae  Heaery 

Mrs  Lucile  H.  Hooks  Frances  Ferguson  Van  Vleet  Baptist  Church 

Mr.  L.  R.  Bryant,  Sr.  Mrs  S.  P.  Purvis  Mrs.  Viola  Hiatt 


Callie  D.  Taylor 

Mr.  Freak  Arnold 

Fern  M.  Lyter 

Mr.  Robert  Arnold 


Mr  4  Mrs  R  R  Counts 
Mr  4  Mrs  A.  L.  Christian  Sr 


Judge  4  Mrs  Vernon  Broom 


Mr  4  Mn  Wesley  Talkington  Jean  T.  Jackson 


TEL  Sunday  School.  Louisville 
M  Adams  Sunday  School  Macor 
Mn.  Mary  Thatcher 
Mr  4  Mrs  J.  A.  Hensleigh 

Mr.  Thomas 

Mr  4  Mrs  Sam  Pendergrass 

Mrs.  Sadie  ThraMkill 
Miss  India  Ware 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Tllghman  _ 

Dr.  k  Mn.R.  H.  F.  Lynch 
Mrs.  Dudley  Tillman 
Mr  4  Mrs  Raymond  L.  Craig 


Mr  4  Mn  W  R  Elliott 
Mrs  Udy  Lambert 
Mr  4  Mrs  Franklin  Rayburn 
Mr.  Gerald  Laace 
Mr  Paul  L.  Belenchia 
Mr  4  Mrs  Paul  M  Belenchia 
Mr  4  Mrs  William  I.  Peacock 
Henry  4  Nell  Jacob 


E  J  EAsley 
Robert  C  OfT 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Roy  Sorrels 
AKa  Foard  O'Shea 
Mrs  Wilbur  F  Welch 
Mr.  Sam  V.  Pack 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  Price  Toler 
Captain  4  Mn  T  C  Williamson 
Caroiya  Parker 
Mr  4  Mrs  Curtis  E  Miller 
Mn.  Harold  Parker 


Mr  4  Mrs  Mathis  Hoil 
Mr  4  Mn  William  H.  Jones 
Mn.  Jack  i  Jane  i  Travis.  Jr. 

Mr  4  Mn.  Robert  King 
Mr.  Andie  Tnracr 
Mn  John  B  Easter 
Mn.  Marie  Ulrich 
Bob  it  June  Stephenson 
Mrs  Howard  Slay 

GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
Mn.  Evdya  Barber 

Harmony  Sunday  School 
Hattiesburg 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  R  Daaagia 

Fidel  is  Sunday  School  Petal 

Rasty  Hdcoatb 

Geraldine  W  Thomas 


Fern  M  Lyter  Mn.  Frank  Williams.  Jr 

Mr.  Willie  S.  Little  James  Persons 
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Life  and  Work 


God’s  witness  against  his  people 

By  Vernon  L.  Sikes,  Yazoo  City 
‘  Micah  1:1-312 


The  times  were  ominous  for  JOdah 
and  Israel  during  Micah’s  time. 
Morals  were  fearfully  low.  Corrupt 
tion  abounded  in  government  and  a 
low  ethical  climate  prevailed  in  most 
areas  of  life.  The  two  nations  had  be¬ 
come  easy  prey  for  the  nation-hungry 
Assyrians  because  of  the  Hebrews’ 
immoral  obsessions — obsessions 
that  drained  them  of  any  defensive 
power. 

Micah  was  a  common  artisan  from 
the  little-known  village  of  Mareshah, 
but  his  abiding  faith  in  God  caused 
him  to  speak  forcefully  about  the 
day’s  issues.  Not  content  with  proc¬ 
laiming  his  message  to  his  rural 
home,  he  went  into  metropolitan 
areas  and  fearlessly  warned  the 
people  of  their  impending  self- 
destruction. 

Micah  wasted  no  words.  His  state¬ 
ments  of  God’s  judgment  on  evil  were 
direct.  “For  Jjer  wound  is  incurable” 
(1:9)  no  doubt  met  quite  a  few  unbe¬ 
lieving  hearers  who  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  belief  that  however 
much  God  might  punish  them  for 
their  sins,  he  would  never  permit 
their  destruction. 

I.  God’s  anger  against  the  Hebrews 

(chapter  1) 

What  were  the  Hebrews  doing  that 
would  prompt  Micah  to  speak  so 
forthrightly?  The  spiritual  laxity 
that  had  ^developed  over  the  years 
was  due  to  the  worship  of  false  gods 
which  had  gradually  become  a  com¬ 
mon  practice  in  Samaria  and 


Jerusalem  (v.  7).  Perhaps  it  had 
been  rationalized  as  religious  free¬ 
dom.  Whatever  the  cause,  it  was 
there,  and  it  was  destroying  the 
people. 

So  as  hot  to  be  misunderstood, 
Micah  pinpointed  exact  cities  and 
their  destinies.  The  Assyrians  were 
advancing  and  Micah  was  playing 
the  role  of  a  Paul  Revere  as  he  went 
from  town  to  town  warning  the  vil¬ 
lages  and  cities.  He  begged  them  to 
come  to  their  senses  in  order  to  avoid 
annihilation.  “The  Lord  cometh  forth 
. .  .  and  treads  upon  the  high  places  of 
the  earth”  (v.  3). 

II.  Ethical  concern  (chapter  2) 

With  this  chapter,  Micah’s  focus 

changed.  After  a  lapse  of  several 
years,  an  interest  in  corruption  and 
exploitation  is  displayed  in  chapter 
two. 

In  addition  to  the  Hebrews  being 
weakened  as  a  result  of  their  wor¬ 
shipping  false  gods,  the  behavior  of 
the  wealthy  men  was  an  abomina¬ 
tion.  These  men  were  void  of  any 
scruples  when  it  came  to  business. 
They  lied,  cheated,  and  victimized  to 
get  what  they  wanted  (v.  2).  They 
thought  nothing  of  taking  advantage 
of  unsuspecting  people  (v.  8).  In 
short,  they  loved  only  themselves. 

Micah’s  words  stung  and  the  weal¬ 
thy  schemed  this  time  to  discredit  his 
message  ( v.  6),  but  nevertheless,  the 
Lord  would  not  be  victimized.  He  was 
to  reward  them  with  evil  (v.  3). 

III .  Appeal  to  the  leaders  ( chapter  3 ) 


A  change  in  the  ethical  behavior  of 
the  Hebrews  could  have  been  more 
swiftly  brought  about  by  the  leaders. 
The  address  in  chapter  three  is  the 
most  powerful  of  Micah’s  presenta¬ 
tion.  He  pointed  out  how  the  supposed 
leaders  had  become  misleaders, 
dragging  their  nation  to  ruin. 

Micah  was  not  talking  to  heathens. 
They  were  men  and  women  who  were 
“distinguished”  members  of  the 
church  who  spoke  to  God  only  in  time 
of  need  (v.  4).  Even  the  priests  were 
“on  the  take”  (v.  11).  All  had  lost 
their  sense  of  fair  dealing  and  had 
become  partners  in  exploitation  and 
greed. 

“For  your  sake”  (because  of  you), 
the  corruption  of  the  national  leaders 
would  be  the  cause  of  the  calamity 
that  was  about  to  take  place.  Every¬ 
thing  in  Jerusalem  would  become  as 
a  heap  of  ruins — even  Solomon’s 
magnificent  temple  (v.  12). 

History  records  countless  nations 
that  were  at  one  time  powerful  world 
leaders,  but  their  standing  was 
short-lived.  The  causes  of  the  fall  of 
those  nations  are  treated  by  many 
scholars  who  characteristically  point 
to  internal  decay— corruption, 
exploitation  of  its  own  people,  divi¬ 
sion.  The  belief  that  God  would  not 
allow  anything  bad  to  happen  to  them 
only  fueled  the  lust  for  .more  decay. 
But  that’s  all  in  the  past.  God  will  not 
punish  America  to  that  extent— or 
would  he? 
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-  Lite  in  the  fellowship 

By  Bobby  Lee,  Tupelo 


This  five-session  unit  continues  the 
study  of  the  letters  of  Paul.  The  unit 
deals  with  Galatians,  Philippians,  I 
Corinthians,  Ephesians,  Romans, 
and  Colossians  in  order  to  foCus  on 
issues  that  challenge  Christians  to 
fulfill  their  responsibility  in  a  com¬ 
plex  age. 

Love  the  ruling  principle  (Rom. 
12:9-18).  These  verses  show  that  love 
is  to  be  a  guiding  principle  in  the 
Christian's  life.  Many  duties  are 
mentioned,  but  love  is  the  note  run¬ 
ning  through  all  the  exhortations. 

We  are  to  love  “without  dissimula¬ 
tion”  or  without  hypocrisy.”  Pre¬ 
tended  love  is  despicable,  but  sincere 
love  is  a  powerful  force  for  good  will 
between  Christians. 

We  are  to  seek  after  goodness. 
Something  in  the  soul  of  the  Christian 
should  cause  him  to  abhor  the  evil 
and  cleave  to  the  good.  There  should 
be  affinity  for  everything  good  but 
antipathy  for  everything  evil. 

We  are  to  cultivate  brotherly  love. 
The  love  among  the  members  of 
God's  family  should  be  warm  and 
tender  and  affectionate.  Such  love  is 
a  proof  of  discipleship. 

We  are  to  show  deference  to  others. 
With  respect  to  any  honor  or  special 
opportunity,  it  is  noble  on  the  part  of  a 
Christian  not  to  seek  it  for  himself  but 
to  prefer  that  a  fellow  Christian  re- 


Romans  12:9-18;  Galatians  6:1-10 

ceive  it  instead.  Love  generates  an 
unselfish  spirit. 

We  are  to  be  zealous  in  service. 
Slothfulness,  laziness,  and  half¬ 
heartedness  are  unworthy.  Surely 
the  service  of  Christ  ought  to  be 
characterized  by  concentration  of 
purpose,  enthusiasm  of  spirit,  and 
utter  self-abandon. 

We  ought  to  be  hopeful  and  stead¬ 
fast.  Regardless  of  the  situation  in 
which  a  Christian  finds  himself,  he 
can  rejoice  in  hope.  Such  hope  will 
inspire  endurance  in  tribulation  and 
steadfastness  in  prayer.  Many  Chris¬ 
tians  have  glorified  the  experience  of 
tribulation  through  the  joy  of  hope 
and  the  prayer  of  faith. 

We  are  to  practice  generosity  and 
hospitality.  This  means  that  we 
should  distribute  to  the  needs  of  the 
saints  and  show  hospitality  toward 
fellow  Christians  and  even  strangers 
in  the  name  of  Christ. 

We  are  to  forgive  wrongs  and  in¬ 
sults.  One  must  have  a  forgiving 
spirit  springing  from  real  love  in 
order  to  do  this. 

We  are  to  share  the  joys  and  sor¬ 
rows  of  others.  It  is  much  easier  to 
weep  with  those  who  weep  than  to  re¬ 
joice  with  those  who  rejoice. 

We  must  guard  against  selfish  am¬ 
bitions  and  pride.  A  Christian  ought 
to  avoid  selfishness  in  thinking  about 


others  and  in  relationships  with 
others. 

Never  pay  back  evil.  Often  the 
Christian  receives  evil  treatment  at 
the  hand  of  the  world,  but  he  is  not  to 
pay  back  in  kind. 

Do  the  honorable  thing.  A  Christian 
must  strive  to  do  the  appropriate,  the 
seemly,  the  right  thing.  Such  conduct 
will  dispel  many  occasions  for  a 
quarrel. 

Strive  to  be  at  peace  with  others. 
There  are  times  when  all  efforts  to¬ 
ward  peace  fail,  but  a  real  desire  for 
peace  is  a  mighty  safeguard  against 
violence.  As  far  as  possible  we  are  to 
avoid  an  issue  which  would  lead  to  a 
clash. 

Consideration  for  fellow  Christians 

(Gal.  6: 1-10).  If  a  fellow  Christian  is 
overtaken  in  a  fault  we  are  not  to 
criticize  nor  condemn,  but  to  help 
them  to  their  original  state  in  any 
way  we  can. 

We  are  to  bear  one  another’s  bur¬ 
dens,  but  there  are  some  burdens 
that  a  Christian  must  bear  himself. 
No  one  can  do  this  for  him. 

We  are  to  share  our  material  pos¬ 
sessions  with  those  who  teach  the 
word  of  God  to  us.  Many  churches  fail 
at  this  point. 

In  verse  10,  Paul  challenges  us  to 
seize  each  opportunity  for  doing 
good.  He  urges  Christians  to  do  good 


The  Baptist  Record 


We  follow  Christ 


By  Charles  E.  Myers,  Jackson 
Luke  5:1-11 


The  lesson  is  centered  in  the  story 
of  a  miraculous  catch  of  fish  to  which 
Luke  attaches  the  caH  of  the  first  four 
disciples.  We  need  to  be  careful  not  to 
get  lost  in  the  physical  miracle  and 
miss  the  greater  lesson.  Jesus  did  not 
just  provide  fish  for  these  men  to  sell. 
Rather  he  demonstrated  a  power  that 
was  available  to  them  if  they  would 
follow  and  become  fishers  of  men. 
The  process  through  which  they 
moved  involved  three  steps  and  is 
probably  the  same  path  we  must 
walk  if  we  are  to  become  his  follow¬ 
ers. 

The  first  was  the  eliminating  of 
self.  These  men  were  professional 
fishermen.  They  had  grown  up  on 
that  lake  and  had  fished  it  all  their 
lives.  Their  fathers  had  fished  that 
lake  and  taught  them  all  the  tricks  of 
fishing.  These  men  had  fished  all 
night  long  and  had  nothing  to  show 
for  it.  In  essence  they  said,  we  have 
failed.  They  could  have  said  we  have 
done  as  well  as  anyone  else.  And 
knowing  these  men  as  we  do  now, 
they  probably  had  done  better  than 
anyone  else.  But  the  truth  was  they 
had  not  caught  any  fish.  So  they  said 
in  all  honesty,  we  have  tried  all  night 
long  and  have  nothing  to  show  for  it. 

The  second  step  was  the  recogniz¬ 
ing  of  his  authority.  This  was  not 
quite  as  easy  as  it  appears  as  we  look 
at  it  from  our  viewpoint  of  now.  They 
were  fishermen,  heswas  a  carpenter. 
They  had  grown  up  on  the  lake,  he 
had  grown  upktNazareth .  They  were 
recognized  by  their  peers  as  good 
fishermen,  he  was  a  stranger  among 
them,  an  itinerant  teacher.  And  yet 
he  was  telling  these  men  how  to  fish. 
And  what  he  was  suggesting  went 
against  every  principle  of  fishing 
they  practiced.  So  it  was  not  very 
easy  for  them  to  say,  “At  thy  word  we 
will  let  down  the  nets.” 

Yet  there  was  something  about  this 
man  that  caused  them  to  do  what  he 
said.  They  not  only  said  they  would 
let  the  nets  down,  they  did  it.  One  had 
to  feel  they  were  not  too  surprised 
when  the  nets  were  so  full  they  had  to 
call  their  partners  to  help  them  pull 

Panama  youth 


them  in.  There  was  something  about 
this  man  that  was  different.  If  he 
suggested  success,  then  you  felt  like 
you  would  succeed. 

This  confidence  led  to  the  final 
step,  a  complete  submission  to  him. 
Peter  recognized  his  special  nature 
by  declaring  a  sinful  man  like  Peter 
had  no  businss  even  being  in  his  pre¬ 
sence.  Jesus  responded  by  saying 
what  you  have  seen  is  nothing  in 
comparison  to  what  you  will  see  if 
you  follow  me.  And  Luke  tells  us, 
“they  left  all  and  followed  him.” 

They  were  following  to  a  whole  new 
way  of  life.  They  were  leaving  their 
boats  and  nets,  and  the  security  of  the 
family  business,  to  join  this  man  in 
his  ministry.  And  this  man  who  had 
no  material  comforts  of  his  own  of¬ 
fered  them  none  to  follow.  They  sim¬ 
ply  felt  compelled  by  the  strength  of 
his  personality  to  join  his  cause.  And 
so,  leaving  life  as  they  knew  it,  they 
followed  him  to  do  whatever  life  he 
had  to  offer.  From  a  strictly  material 
standpoint  they  lost  a  lot.  But  from  a 
higher  spiritual  standpoint  they 
gained  immeasurably.  And  every 
generation  since  then,  around  the  en¬ 
tire  world,  has  been  blessed  because 
these  men  had  the  faith  and  courage 
to  say  we  will  follow  thee. 

Jesus  is  still  calling  for  people  to 
follow  him.  And  he  is  still  concerned 
with  using  those  who  follow  to  estab¬ 
lish  his  kingdom  on  the  earth  by 
bringing  people  to  an  experience  of 
faith  in  him.  And  the  basic  Steps 
taken  by  these  form  an  example  for 
us.  We  must  first  see  ourselves  for 
what  we  are,  sinners  with  no  claim  of 
righteousness  or  success  of  our  own. 
We  have  failed  at  the  task  of  being 
good.  We  must  recognize  the  author¬ 
ity  of  Christ  and  be  willing  to  do 
whatever  he  commands  us  to  do.  This 
involves  a  complete  denial  of  self. 
Having  taken  these  two  steps  we 
must  then  submit  ourselves  entirely 
to  his  will  and  follow  his  directions 
completely  for  our  lives.  And  if  we 
will,  we  will  not  only  find  a  joy  and 
peace  beyond  description,  but  we  will 
make  an  incomparable  contribution 
to  the  world  about  us.  One  cannot  ask 
for  more  than  that  out  of  life. 


start  missions 

PANAMA  CITY,  Panama  -  Six 
young  people  trained  in  personal 
evangelism  by  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Garry  Eudy  recently  led  135 
people  to  Christ  in  a  door  -  to  -  door 
campaign.  The  young  people  fol¬ 
lowed  up  with  home  visits  and  started 
home  Bible  studies  with  the  new  be¬ 
lievers. 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Panama 
City  agreed  to  work  wth  the  converts 
by  forming  a  mission  congregation. 
The  young  people  then  trained  other 
youths  in  evangelism  and  witnessed 
in  Agua  Dulce,  a  town  outside  of 
Panama  City.  Another  175  people  be¬ 
came  Christians  and  a  congregation 
of  about  80  has  formed. 

to  all  men,  especially  to  brothers  in 
Christ.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  if  a 
man  won’t  help  his  fellow  Christians, 
he  is  not  likely  to  help  those  outside  of 
the  faith.  Doing  good  cannot  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  family  of  faith ,  but  it  must 
begin  there. 
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